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Saturday, Décember 14, 1957 


‘Labor Maps New Goals, 
| Approves Major Clean-up 
‘| Convention Expels 3 Unions, 
Forges Two-Year Program 


By Henry C. Fleisher 
Atlantic City—The second AFL-CIO convention wound up Dec. 12 after six days of intensive 
sessions in which it performed the “disagreeable task” of expelling three unions with corrupt leader- 
ship and the more satisfying job of building a sound and militant program for American labor in the 
two years ahead. . 
When the gavel came down at 2:25 P.M. on Dec. 12, the 908 delegates from 129 international 
unions, 34 state bodies and a host of local bodies and local unions had adopted over 150 policy reso- 
lutions on subjects ranging from the McClellan committee—which it discussed critically—to the 
weather in Atlantic City, which had been continuously bad until the last day of the convention. 
As a final action, the convention re-elected by acclaim Pres. George Meany and Sec.-Treas. William 
F. Schnitzler, and 25 of the 27 vice presidents. Elected to fill the vice presidencies formerly occupied 
by Herman Winter of the Bakery Workers and John F. English of the Teamsters, were Pres. Peter 
T. Schoemann of the Plumbers and Pipefitters, and Pres. Paul L. Phillips of the Papermakers and 
| Paperworkers. 
| Vice Pres. Walter P. Reuther nominated Meany, hailing his “firm and dedicated leadership” and 
| describing him as a “good plumber, a great trade union leader and my good friend.” The nomina- 
tion was seconded by Pres. Schoemann of the Plumbers, the union to which Meany has belonged for 
many decades. 
Schnitzler was nominated by Pres. James B. Carey of the Electrical, Radio & Machine 
Workers, who lauded him as a “dynamic partner and a superb fighter for labor’s limitless future.” 
As the convention moved toward its final minutes, Meany, in 
his acceptance speech, spoke frankly and quietly with the delegates. 
The AFL-CIO, he said, had made a “tremendous amount of 
progress” toward complete unity during the past two years. 
To his attentive audience, Meany. recalled that the convention has 
heard “enough of corruption and ethical practices”—a major field 
"| of action during the sessions. 
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AS PRESIDING OFFICER, Pres. George Meany gets the second 
AFL-CIO constitutional convention started on heavy program. 


Delegates’ Mandate: 


Labor Will Battle 


Convention 


News Index 
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McClellan Committee— 


e bed “The important thing about it,” he continued, “is that we have Page 11. 
nion- usting aws demonstrated that we are reluctant to throw people out of the Economic policy—Page 16. 
-house of labor. International A ffairs—Page 
By Willard Shelton “We do it only when there is no other way. We do it in the 14. 
Atlantic City—The AFL-CIO favors legislation “to aid the labor| full knowledge that it presents dangers to us, but with the com- Civil rights—Page 13. 


movement in achieving legitimate aspirations” but opposes “all 
proposals which under ta: pretext of protecting workers seek to 
weaken unions or undermine” them. 

A resolution embodying these principles was passed by the 
convention after previous approval by the General Board, com- 
posed of the presidents of all national and international affiliates. 


. plete conviction that in the long run, labor will be better off for 

what we have done here this week.” 3. 

Then the AFL-CIO president turned, as it were, from the surgery 
of the past week to the needs and opportunities of the future. 


Labor Must Build On Principles 4. 
Labor, he said, “must stick to its knitting, stick to the simple 


Adoption followed declarations in support of its approach by purposes of the trade union movement—build on more achieve- —Page 5. 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany, Vice Pres. Walter P. Reuther,| ments to the achievements of the past, .. . in the American\old- Laundry union expelled— 
president of the Auto Workers, and Vice Pres. George Harrison, | ¢achioned way. ‘Page 4. 


president of the Railway Clerks. 


Approval of the broad policy 
statement, which set forth prin- 
ciples but spelled out only a few 
details, followed a convention ad- 
dress by Labor Sec. James P. Mitch- 
ell, who presented what he called 
the Eisenhower Administration’s 
‘labor program” for 1958. 

Lists Proposed Amendments 

Mitchell placed the Administra- 
tion on record as opposed to a na- 
tional “right-to-work” law, anti- 
trust action against unions and fur- 
ther restrictions on union political 
activity. He again endorsed AFL- 
CIO proposals for federal protec- 
tion of employe welfare and pen- 
sion plans. He proposed stricter 
financial accounting for union dues 
money. & 
He also spelled out a long list of 
proposals on amendments or ad- 
ditions to labor-management laws 


cotts and picketing and seek to im- 
pose “democracy” in unions by re- 
quiring reports to the government 
certifying that elections have been 
held by secret ballot. 

The resolution on legislation 
bypassed most such specific sug- 
gestions in favor of its simple 
declaration in favor of laws legit- 
imately protecting workers and 
curing abuses and total opposi- 
tion to proposals that damage in 
the “guise” of protecting. 

For two years “the AFL-CIO 
has demonstrated its irrevocable 
determination to eradicate any and 

all corrupt influences,” it said. 

“This is a matter which must be 
handled by the labor movement 
itself, as we will handle it.”: 

“It is likewise the responsibility 
of the labor movement to insure 
that union elections and internal 

procedures are fair and democratic, 


“You organize so that workers can collectively impress the fact 
on the employer that they are entitled to a fair share of the wealth 
produced by this system, by investment capital, management, em- 
ployer and labor. We have no argument with the system. We just 
want our share, because we know the system cannot continue to 
work unless we get our share.” 

It all comes back to a “simple, basic purpose,” he went on. 
“If we organize well, if we bargain well, we will build up the 
standards. From those built-up standards will flow the benefits 
to the community, to society as a whole, to the nation as a whole; 
and finally to all free peoples in all parts of the world.” 

‘And so, as the convention came to its end, the focus changed 
from labor’s own serious internal problems to the needs and wants 
of the country’s workers in such fields as legislation, economics, 
politics, international relations and community relations. 


Throughout many of the sessions, the ethical practices issue had |. 


been paramount. Working on recommendations from its special 
eight-man Appeals Committee, headed by Pres. Alex Rose of the 
Hatters, the convention: 


| By almost 5-1 voted to expel the Brotherhood of Teamsters 


e for failure to meet the ethical standards set forth in th 
AFL-CIO’s constitution and codes. 


that would restrict secondary boy- 


(Continued on Page 16) 


(Continued on Page 5) 
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Delegates Back Labor’s Political Rights 


Call for All-Out Assistance 


To COPE Policies, Programs 


Atlantic City—Every effort to “limit the right” of the labor 


movement to “participate in our 


and a blow at the “basic foundations” of American political and| 4 


democracy” is a threat to unions 


economic systems, the AFL-CIO -convention declared. 


To prevent the “domination of 


olution stated, “it is vital that the 
labor movement” be free to “assist 
financially candidates whose views 
on social justice deny them con- 
tributions from special - interest 
sources.” 

“We believe such assistance is 
proper and in the public interest.” 

Achievements Cited 

The resolution cited a long list 
of “achievements” gained by acting 
“in accordance with the highest and 
best traditions of the labor move- 
ment.” 

These inclade the 40-hour 
week, social security laws, work- 
men’s and unemployment com- 
pensation, protection of fair la- 
bor standards, civil rights and 
other measures contributing to 
“the welfare and prosperity of 
our nation.” 

The convention called on affili- 
ated unions and local central bodies 
to “render all aid and assistance” to 
the policies and programs of the 
AFL-CIO Committee on Political 
Education. 

COPE was authorized and direct- 

ed to “expand its efforts” and give 
reciprocal aid in the political edu- 
cation work of local .bodies. 
' The resolution officially reaf- 
firmed the “traditional non-partisan 
policy” of supporting “worthy can- 
didates regardless of party affilia- 
tion” and of “judging candidates 
on the issues.” 

It specifically endorsed the “an- 
nual COPE campaign for individual 
voluntary contributions” for po- 
litical activity. Such campaigns 
“have been conducted each year” 
in furtherance of aiding candidates 
active in behalf of social justice. 

The basic task, the resolution 
said, “remains the registration to 
vote of every trade union member 


elections by corporate wealth and | 2 
- vested interests,” a convention res-} 


and every adult member” of his 
family. 

It is equally important to “con- 
tinue to provide each member” 
of the AFL-CIO with “proper 
and objective information on 
which sound political judgments 
can be based.” The distribution 
of COPE voting records on major 
legislative and political issues is 
a “primary step in this direction,” 
the convention declared. 

The objective. remains “to rally 


parties” at all governmental levels. 

GOP Serving Business 
_ The Republican Party “with a 
few but growing exceptions” is 
“still too often a willing and obe- 
dient servant of big business.” The 
Democratic Party has allowed “op- 
position to civil rights legislation 
by southerners” to “alienate Negro 
voters from their natural allies, 
liberal Democrats of the North and 
West.” 

Nevertheless the united forces of 
labor have been able to “cooperate 
with genuinely liberal political 
forces,” to help achieve gains for 
“labor and liberal forces,” the con- 
vention said. 

This has been true in the 1954 
and 1956 congressional elections 
and in special elections this year. 

“We reject any suggestion that 
we are second-class citizens with 
fewer rights in politics than the 
multimillion-dollar corporate 
monopolies of the communica- 
tions industry,” the convention 
asserted. 

Referring to efforts to apply legal 
sanctions against political participa- 
tion by labor, the resolution “called 
to the attention of those who would 
seek to place us in this position” the 
fact that “the courts have, without 
exception, upheld our rights to par- 


ticipate.” 


Taft-Hartley, NERB 


Scored by Convention 


Atlantic City—The Taft-Hartley Act and the 


tional Labor Relations Board 


“stacked” Na- 
were scored by the AFL-CIO 


convention in some of the sharpest language of the sessions. 


A resolution condemned the 
manner in which a majority of 
NLRB members are administering 
the act and expressed resentment 
at the anti-union bias shown by the 
board and its usurpation of author- 
ity. Removal of unfair sections of 
the law was demanded. 

Go Beyond Act 

It warned that “reactionary em- 
ployers, not content with having the 
law and the board stacked in their 
favor, want to go even farther” 
by using McClellan committee dis- 
closures to ram through anti-union 
provisions “which not even the 80th 
Congress could be induced to write 
into the Taft-Hartley Act.” 


“infamous” Section 14(b): “an 
open invitation to the states to pass 
so-called ‘right-to-work’ laws... . 


In disregard of the principle of 


fairness, it at the same time for- 
bids the ‘states to be more liberal 
than Taft-Hartley. This one-side 
invitation to the states to be anti- 
union must be repealed; nor are we 
impressed with the position of a 
Secretary of Labor who while pur- 
porting to oppose ‘right-to-work’ 
laws maintains a timid silence on 
Section 14(b).” 
Decisions Rapped 

Decisions of the NLRB were 
sharply rapped im the resolution 
for making changes in the act which 
Congress has refused to write. 
Among the “anti-union amend- 


® Outlawing of the ‘“‘hot 
cargo” clause. 

The resolution said these “ex- 
amples could be multiplied indef- 
initely.” 


support behind the liberals of both ' 


Toward a Better Tomorrow 


Delegates Favor More 


U. S. Grants-in-Aid 


Atlantic City—Federal grant-in-aid programs which have done 
so much to raise public service standards in all states and localities 
“must be improved and extended, not destroyed,” the AFL-CIO 


convention declared. 

A resolution answering the at- 
tack on federal aid to state and lo- 
cal governments said that the ef- 
fort to undermine the federal grant 
system is “false economy this na- 
tion can ill afford.” 

’ “This campaign, spearheaded by 
the National Association of Manu- 
facturers and the Chamber of Com- 
merce, seeks to whittle away the 
$3.5 billion in federal funds now 
distributed annually to help finance 
a variety of state and local services 
essential to the national welfare,” 
the resolution said. 

Pointing out that millions of fam- 
ilies now migrate across state and 
local boundaries every year, the 
resolution said that the volume and 
quality of public services every- 
where affects the welfare of us all. 

“The states righters’ attack on the 
federal grants in aid,” it continued, 
“has not been launched to strength- 
en the ability of state and local gov- 
ernments to more effectively fulfill 
their growing responsibilities. It 
has been conceived solely to serve 
the special interests of wealthy cor- 
porations and individuals who view 
all federal expenditure cuts as po- 
tential tax saving opportunities for 
themselves.” 

The resolution said that only the 


-|Bigger Statistical Funds 


Sought From Congress 


Atlantic City —- Congress was 
urged to appropriate additional 
funds for federal statistical pro- 
grams in a resolution unanimously 
adopted by the convention. 

The delegates especially asked 
“substantially” increased funds for 
the Labor Dept.’s Bureau of Labor 
Statistics to provide more complete 
information on a wide range of 
developments of significance to or- 
ganized labor. 


'| federal government is powerful 
enough to insure an adequate and 
just tax contribution from corpo- 
rate profits and the incomes of the 
wealthy to help support minimum 
public service needs throughout the 
nation. 


Action Asked 
On Distressed 
Areas Plight 


Atlantic City— The AFL-CIO 
plea to the federal government to 
mobilize its resources to ease the 
plight of the country’s distressed 
areas and their thousands of unem- 
ployed workers was renewed by the 
convention. 

The delegates in a resolution re- 
minded both political parties that 
they had pledged themselves to en- 
actment of a program to aid blight- 
ed areas, but “unfortunately, this 
promise has not been kept.” 

The resolution called on the fed- 
eral government to cooperate with 
labor, industry, the states and the 
affected communities to correct the 
situation. 

Federal aid, it said, should -in- 
clude establishment of a special 
agency to coordinate the efforts of 
all groups and to administer a com- 
prehensive program of technical as- 
sistance, public contract priorities, 
loans for new and expanding en- 
terprises, loans and grants for pub- 
lic works, vocational training and 
supplementary compensation for 
workers during the training period. 

The area redevelopment bill in- 
troduced by Sen. Paul Douglas 
(D-Ill.) was endorsed. In addition, 
the convention asked federal actién 


to discourage plant piracy. 


Meany Announces 
New Appointments 


Appointment of Michael 
Ross as director of the AFL- 
CIO Dept. of International 
Affairs effective January 1, 
was announced by AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany immedi- 
ately after the convention. 

Ross is presently assistant 
director. 

George Brown, presently 
the department’s director, 
will return to his former 
duties in Meany’s office as 
assistant to the president. 

Jay Lovestone, formerly 
director of the Free Trade 
Union Committee, will move 
to the Dept. of International 
Affairs. He will be in charge 
of international publications 
and will work with Ross. 

Albert J. Zack was pro- 
moted by Meany from assist- 
ant director of public rela- 
tions to director of the de- 
partment—a post vacant since 
the resignation two months 
ago of Philip Pearl. — 


Labor to Push 
For Peaceful 
Atom Uses 


Atlantic City —The AFL-CIO 
has dedicated itself to work for 
development of peaceful uses of 
atomic energy “as rapidly, fully, 


‘equitably and safely as possible, so 


that the atom’s promisé may more 
quickly be realized in improved 
standards of living around the 
world.” 

To this end, the convention reso- 
lution on atomic energy said, the 
United States should provide effec- 
tive leadership and aid in interna- 


tional activities to promote peaceful, 


uses of the atom, and the federal 
government must construct and 
operate atomic power reactors. 


. fa 3 ,. - ‘ . 
= 
+ Re 
Ve Tg é 
he oa ee 
= ees, 
os 
ae ; 
0 Rie egies Oh Sa ea ha a REE see Ge r 
Pee ee a ales f os ere: Reka) at eee ee | 
= ee tox A. Snr! pr eae eer rt 
- ee |e FCO <- Ra OG = 
eer oN i p BS rit oi Sa RES | oe 
site Ss es |. | PROGRAY ciaigih ta) 
cee Or, \ Eh Se ate 
oe Ber Sh, e222 +# Ae Fre wt 
aoe ee oe i i : e on ss 
See ea a sie oe 
pes 5a 4 i 
es oe ae ou 
oe RB PAN D.C 
eee #3 : § - = Fee F ers 
‘Geers “a. } 
— ie > \% lye. . | ol 
as > Yih? tf’ > an 
- eg ae ss a es Le 
ee Suet yy OL ee ga 
seat . Wig Xs i: ae ry 
eee: Pega ae? & 2h 
cS 0 2 ay w 19 
1 an RAS. OIE Fe p28 de 
Ss aay ‘i. Oe Meg i ref 
SM : “OF it 2 a Rl E . 
a *f £ ee fA ‘al 4 pie ~ dit 
wes j are 5 i cs: ete pa 
ie meee SS ot eee os ee a ; 
ae pea) A ere 1, (eee ee es af NSN re } 
coe Cig ln WR 2 t ee: be os a nati hee. ie ee. See j 
—— Se en a eae tT a 
— i es et = Bia a are ft rr i Ricks x2 ed 
a ea fy FT ee Se Norge 4 ee oe ne rr ae ee ee 
a es - Hse gs Re ae ge ee (ae Saree. ae ee os s shies ‘ GOES Nig Mg “wey 
Dee cng... eae Whee tim: > —— BP ee A a eet oo Se Oe 2 a oe, 
? Le ee ee pee oo 2 gies z a eg 2 > ae RS eee Le 
i ‘i A age ee eee 24,8 L- poe th 
are Bi Eig a Be BGR, « - 3.2% — “be * Ae ix 
aa PP a misigtate ae Pee as ae 
ohare ' pear ; oes a i ; f % fe 5 ul 
ore _— we % ae | - Re + «Moe “ Bee oa i f : it 
baie ; : ie. i 3 ee be oii Oe ur 
a Se: a3 ce nt © ig a 
ia ¥J = ae ry ei a RES Te Ne. i «. 
BSR baie tee”. MD wae SS ee * wee MPs at tep 3 > i a Kee . eo SIS 
See ee: sti Bee See Wee ten aati Roe 
Se a ie aE SA TE eae ur 
ee wats ee ees ee i . eB Ae is, Wapetore: sales aS Ss ar as a pz 
aoe : RR EN OEE te ie re mee cc 
a Sst oe ecg ag Ee ER REY? erie 
= For Mo SEED = SEL 2 crema oe re. m 
= pred Os en DR Gps pee sg 
ae N ROI PO Si adi ROMA Sa, ie hace 
i ae 
sy ss : | in 
Be: ie 
3 2 aan * | & th 
_- di 
ae 
‘ited o} 
tv 
: h: 
hi 
: m 
fi 
a a | 
ec: : 
sabi q 
as t 
ai t 
pees ‘ 
1 
ee | 
a ad CE ME fc 
: fe 
a ray 
es f sg 
ae Pp 
— la 
| 
ek al 
ir 
a 
aes 
: | ments” to the act made by the 
board were listed: 
2 e Sharp reductions in its own 
| (ee ee, | wee: SSS C~*rF 
| fale casted tg spent | encanto, ps, | 
-the present national Administra- ing. 
” 
tion,” was charged with going oP 
beyond the scope of the act “in | . ermitting anti-union state- 
sanctioning union breaking and ments of coercive character by 
employers. 
in allowing employers to flout ~ | 
their obligation to bargain col ¢ Allowing captive audiences 
lectively.” to employers. 
The resolution called the act's | , 
— ee 
ch | | CS | 
‘. vi : 4 
ee * ; ; : , j 
ee SR Ve Fe POM AUN IL diy i RecA ARAL OR MM HOME TE A ae iba Se ethic, Sui co N RA a Ca Sate Uo NOAM a Uae WN am heer Wm Ce Gti atinc esa ca Sy ON Rage BS eon gi NES a = iy te ene = : Ss f ie 
OE NO Ee Raat aia Pe ONS ea ML cence hs eae Sl ait. tari Re act aN ce Oaemes\ eG Sk eta es tet 6 Cri 
Pe i ae Ti es rip RRS ena cies Puan Na We ee SS! Sa Gates eT es a 2 eRe BR cheep ae Me ee 
SRR E oe eo ene i MOG MN ee ry er nieces fhe Raker yee ek Oe NN Cal tac ii mM ha is Nate Der as ttn cig aay Dede Gatos: be sok Wh Se ame PERN Ri, WE GIRL Oia ANRC I ptreaatet ig, s 


™ oo ee 8 


a 


AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1957 


‘powerful attack was mounted and 


Convention Vétes to Press 


For Wage Increases in 1958 


Atlantic City—AFL-C1O unions will press for higher wages to bolster present inadequate con- 
sumer buying power in the period ahead, a convention. resolution promised. 

- Speakers endorsed the resolution section asserting that “while American labor will cooperate 
wholeheartedly in the national defense effort, no need has been demonstrated for any wage freeze or 


The unions will push for the transfor- 


for any nationwide extension of 


By Eugene A. Kelley 


the statutory workweek.” 


> 


mation of advancing technology‘ 
into a force for increased lelenre. 
through a shorter workweek with- 
out reduction of take-home pay. 

Adequate protection for work- 
ers “against the strains of ill health, 
old age, and_irregular employment 
through improved health and wel- 
fare plans and programs for guar- 
anteed employment” is another bar- 
gaining goal for affiliates. 

“The general economic climate 
has been deteriorating a8 we enter 
1958,” the resolution said, “and a 
decline in business activity is often 
reflected in tighter bargaining con- 
ditions. But the very fact of an 
economic slackening makes it 


doubly imperative that unions gain 
sizable wage increases to bolster 
consumer buying power and there- 
by provide a needed stimulation for 
an upturn in the economy.” 
The resolution noted that all ma- 
jor economic indicators again dis- 
close that a decline in levels of em- 
ployment and business activity is 
now upon us. “Most of America’s 
basic ‘industries are operating at 
levels 15 to 20 percent below their 
capacity. This worsening of the 
general economic situation andj, 
pressures for cutbacks in wage bar- 
gaining must be overcome by in- 


tensified bargaining efforts.” 


Redoubled Organizing 
Pledged Next Year — 


Atlantic City—Redoubled organizing efforts were pledged by 
the AFL-CIO convention in a move “designed to bring trade 


unionism to every worker in America.” 


wrged to give every possible as-% 


Every affiliated union was 


sistance and cooperation to other 
unions in their organizing cam- 
paigns. Each union was asked to 
conduct its campaigns “in the true 
fraternal spirit of. the trade union 
movement. % 


Record Falls Short 
“Cooperative and muttal efforts 
in organizing will contribute to the 


greater strength and solidarity of 
the trade union movement and re- 


dound to the greater welfare of all |- 


workers,” a resolution on organ- 
izing the unorganized declared. 

The convention took sober stock 
of the organizing record of the past 
two years and found the AFL-CIO 
had “fallen short, of the hopes we 
had and the goals we set.” But, it 
maintained, the record was far 
from one of failure. 


As proof, it was noted there 
are more members in bona fide 
unions than at any time in his- 
tory, 60 percent of the more 
than 7,000 elections in which 
AFL-CIO unions took part were 
won and impressive gains were 
made in organizing.in fields not 
covered by the NLRB. 

Some of the reasons why the 
organizing program launched at the 
founding convention two years ago 
fell short were ascribed to policies 
of the Eisenhower Administration. 
“Property rights became more im- 
portant than human rights,” the 
resolution said, and as a result a 


launched on the labor movement. 
“Such attacks are aimed not only 


cant, they are aimed at limiting the 
capacity of unions to grow in mem- 
bership and strength.” 

Organizing has grown harder, 
the resolution added, and has be- 
come “a struggle against business 
interests who have powerful gov- 
ernmental backing.” 

The “full evil impact” of Taft- 
Hartley was another factor blamed 
for difficulties encountered in or- 
ganizing. 

Some success was noted in ad- 
justment of jurisdictional problems 
that had barred organizational ef- 
forts. 

In the South, the resolution 
observed, “we have better than 
held our own.” A _ changing 
economic pattern there was 
noted as a hopeful sign. Against 
this, however, is the “present 
hysteria over the civil rights is- 
sue, much of it artificially fanned 
by cynical newspaper editors, 
radio commentators and _ politi- 
cians.” 

The McClellan-Committee inves- 
tigations have been-used with telling 
effect, the resolution said, against 
organizing. 

Beirne Sounds Warning 

Vice Pres. Joseph A. Beirne 
stressed the importance of the or- 
ganizing resolution, especially as it 
affected white-collar workers. Un- 
less there was planning, he warned, 
the trade union movement could 
find itself “as America finds itself 
today in the eyes of the world 
scientifically, because it didn’t plan, 
because it didn’t spend money, be- 


at restricting and confining exist- 
ing unions, but even more impor- 


cause it didn’t make us aware of 
this tomorrow.” 


impact of the new technology 


economic health. 


Congress Urged to Study 


Impact of Automation 


Atlantic City—Congress was urged by the AFL-CIO con- 
vention to begin a continuing study of the social and economic 


A resolution.called for Congress to provide funds to gov- 
ernment agencies so they can study and report the facts and 
guide Congress toward maintaining full employment and 


Unions were advised to continue their efforts to press for 
effective contracts and legislative programs to minimize’ the 
dangers of hardships to individuals and communities from 
changing technological techniques. 

“The convention reaffirms the determination of the AFL- 
CIO to support all efforts that will enable the economy to 
sustain economic growth and full employment and that will 
insure a fair sharing, among all the American people, of the 
fruits of technological process,” the resolution said. 


and automation. 


The labor movement, the. reso- 
lution continued, “cannot and will 
not rest on yesterday’s laurels or 
yesterday’s living standards.” 

Negotiating sights have been set 
on wage advances and other im- 
provements, it went on, “not mere- 
ly to benefit the millions of Ameri- 
can workers and their families, but 
because we are well aware’ that 
collective bargaining is the most 
direct means for trade unions to ex- 
ercise a constructive ‘effect on the 
economy. 

“We are secure in the knowledge 
that success in vigorous bargaining 
efforts will benefit “the well-being 
of all the nation by contributing to 
the achievement of a dynamic, ex- 
panding balance between. greater 
productive power and greater pur- 
chasing powér.” 


Labor Vows 
Fight to Boost 
Farm Income 


Atlantic City ——The AFL-CIO 
convention pledged that labor will 
“continue to vigorously support 
corrective measures to restore and 
to raise the income of all who work 
in agriculture.” 

A resolution on farmer-labor 
unity deplored the continuing dis- 
astrous drop in farm income “de- 
spite Sec. of Agriculture Benson’s 
continuous assertion that he is guid- 
ing the American farm economy 


‘| towards prosperity.” It added that 


“if the policies of the Eisenhower 
Administration are not quickly re- 
versed, family type: farming as the 
basic pattern of American agricul- 
ture will be destroyed.” 

“We seek an American standard 
of living for the farm proprietors 
who by their skill, labor and in- 
vestment produce our food and fi- 
ber. In particular, we wish to aid 
the family-operated farm through 
measures to increase its efficiency 
and its income so that the inde- 
pendent farmer may efficiently 
compete with corporation farming 
and may remain the dominant pro- 
ducer in American agriculture.’ 

“Furthermore, we must raise the 
living standards of those who work 
in industrialized agriculture for 
sweated wages under inhuman con- 
ditions, today the most exploited 
segment of the labor force.” 

In another resolution, the con- 
vention called on Congress and the 
President to enact a supplemental 
surplus food bill, “programmed to 
channel regular, proper and prac- 
tical amounts” of supplemental 
food to the aged, blind, disabled, 
widowed and others who are in 
need. 


Organizers Issue 


Sent to Council 


Atlantic City——-The AFL-CIO 
convention referred to the Execu- 
tive Council the issue of recogni- 


‘|tion of the Field Representatives 


Federation, an organization-of staff 
organizers. 

_ A resolution submitted by dele- 
gates from the Newspaper Guild 
urged recognition of the FRF as 
the collective bargaining agent for 
the organizers. Jurisdiction by the 
National Labor Relations Board 
over these employes is being con- 
tested by the AFL-CIO. 

The resolutions committee rec- 
ommended that the resolution be 
referred to the council and the con- 
vention concurred.. 


Peter T. Schoemann 


Paul L. Phillips 


Meany, Schnitzler,. 


27 Officers 


Atlantic City—The AFL-CIO’s 


Elected 


second constitutional convention 


shouted a resounding vote of confidence in the merged labor move- 
ment’s leadership by re-electing George Meany president, William 


F. Schnitzler secretary -treasurer® 


and 25 vice presidents. 

To fill the two vacancies on. the 
Executive Council caused by ex- 
pulsion of: the Teamsters and the 
Bakery Workers the convention 
elected Peter T. Schoemann, presi- 
dent of the Plumbers and Pipefitters 
and Paul L. Phillips, president of 
the United Papermakers and — 
workers. 

Re-elected as vice presidents oid 
members of the council were: 

Walter P. Reuther, George M. 
Harrison, Harry C. Bates, William 
C. Birthright, James B. Carey, Wil- 
liam C. Doherty, David Dubinsky 
Charles J. MacGowan, David J. 
McDonald, Emil Rieve, William 
L. McFetridge, James C. Petrillo, 
Maurice A. Hutcheson, Joseph Cur- 
ran, Al J. Hayes, Joseph D. Kee- 
nan, A. Philip Randolph, L. S. 
Buckmaster, Jacob S. Potofsky, 
Richard F. Walsh, Lee W. Minton, 
James A. Suffridge, Joseph A. 
Beirne, O. A. Knight and Karl F. 


Feller. ; 

Schoemann and Phillips replace 
John F. English and Herman Win- 
ter, members respectively of the 
Teamsters and Bakery Workers, 
whose organizations were wapeued 
from the AFL-CIO. 

Schoemann, 64, joined Plumbers 
Local 75 in Milwaukee, his home 
town in 1914. He was elected a 
vice president of the international 
in 1928 and served in this position 
until 1952 when he was named as- 
sistant to the late Martin P. Durkin, 
UA president. He succeeded Dur- 
kin as president in 1955. 

Phillips, 53, is a native of Ar- 
kansas who rose from local union 
president of the former Intl. Broth- 
erhood of Papermakers local in 
Camden, Ark., to president in 
1948. He served until 1957 when 
the IBPM merged with the United 
Paperworkers of America to be- 
come the United Papermakers and 
Paperworkers. 


Strikers Win Salute; 
Monty-Ward Rapped 


Atlantic City—The heroic record set by the Kohler and O’Sul- 


livan strikers was saluted by the 


AFL-CIO convention and their 


“arrogant and despotic employers” were condemned for using 


Taft-Hartley’s worst features to 


resist the workers’ demands. 


Montgomery Ward’s labor 
policy was condemned as “just 
as disgraceful as that company’s 
refusal to obey a government 
directive during the last war.” 
Every assistance im the Retail 
Clerks negotiations was pledged 
by the AFL-CIO, its departments 
and the labor press. 


Vice Pres. James B. Carey, head 
of the Electrical, Radio & Machine 
Workers, blasted Montgomery 
Ward for its stand that wages 
should be “determined on a uni- 
lateral basis by the company.” 
Carey and Vice Pres. Joseph D. 
Keenan, secretary of the Intl. 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
investigated the situation at the be- 
hest of the Executive Council. 


~Buckmaster Speaks 

The convention adopted a resolu- 
tion calling for full moral and fi- 
nancial support for the.strikers and 
renewed prosecution of the con- 
sumer boycott against products of 
the Kohler plumbingware concern 
in Sheboygan, Wis., and the O’Sul- 
livan rubber heel firm im we 
chester, Va. 

Pres. L. S. Buckmaster of the 
Rubber Workers, an AFL-CIO vice 
president, recounted ‘the history of 
the O’Sullivan strike from its start 
19 months ago to the decertifica- 
tion election conducted by the 
NLRB which ousted URW Local 


511 as bargaining agent. 


Fhe legal primary boycotts of - 
scab-made products of the two 
firms, the resolution said, “is the 
sole major avenue open to the labor 
movement to show its continued 
solidarity with the Kohler and 
O’Sullivan strikers and its refusal 
to tolerate 19th century employer 
dictatorship in a 20th century era 
of human progress.” 

_ Auto Workers Local 833 in 

Sheboygan has been on strike 

against Kohler since Apr. 5, 

1954. The company has been 

found guilty of “repeated and 

flagrant unfair labor practices” 
but has refused to settle the 
strike or submit the issues to 
negotiation, mediation or arbi- 
tration. 

_ Don’t-Buy’ Sunkist 

Other resolutions adopted by the 
convention urged support of a boy- 
cott of Sunkist lemons produced 
by five California growers, backed 
the Retail Clerks in their negotiat- 
ing efforts with Montgomery Ward 
and endorsed the drive for a $1.25 
hourly minimum for 6,000 em- 
ployes of Bloomingdale’s and Stern 
Bros. department stores who are 
members of the Retail-Wholesale 
Union. 

The Packinghouse Workers won 
endorsement of their “don’t-buy” 
campaign against Sunkist lemons 
produced by the Santa Clara Le- 
mon Association, Somis Lemon As- 
sociation, Oxnard Lemon Associa- 
tion, Seaboard Lemon Association 
and Carpenteria Lemon Associa- 
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IMMEDIATELY AFTER expulsion of the Teamsters was voted 
by the convention, officers and members of the union who had sat 


the 
sters local in Boston. 


through left the hall. Here Sec.-Treas. John Eng- 
lish (right) leaves with Thomas Healey, business agent of a Team- 


| 
| 


Laundry Union Ousted 
After Defying Clean-up 


Atlantic City—An overwhelming vote by the AFL-CIO conyen- 
‘tion expelled the Laundry Workers Intl. Union, sustaining the 
charges brought by the Ethical Fractions Committee and the Execu- 


tive Council. 

The tally was 12,680,582 for ex- 
pulsion and only 89,469 against. 
Two unions, the United Garment 
Workers and the Mechanics Edu- 
cational Society, were recorded 
against the expulsion. Twenty-two 
other unions did not respond to the 
roll call. One hundred and five 
voted in favor. 

The Appeals Committee recom- 
mended unanimously that the ap- 
peal of the Laundry Workers be 
rejected and that the union be 
expelled for refusing to call a spe- 
cial convention and take other 
clean-up measures. 

LWIU Pres. Ralph T. Fagan ad- 
dressed the convention in behalf of 
his union. He took the position 
that his union’s convention elected 
the incumbent officers and seemed 
satisfied with them. 

Fagan Rejects Demands 

Fagan rejected the demands 
made by the Executive Council and 
said his own executive board turned 
down the clean-up demands two 
days earlier. He said it would be 
impossible for smaller locals to 
send delegates to another conven- 
tion because of the expense. 

Further, Fagan said, it “was not 
consistent with the LWIU concep- 
tion of internal democracy to hold 
a convention other than as specified 
in its constitution.” 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
scouted this contention and said 
that “just as my own idea” the 
AFL-CIO would relieve the finan- 
cial-inability feature of the prob- 
lem and help the smaller unions 
send delegates to a special conven- 
tion if Fagan and his board would 
agree to accept the council’s recom- 
mendations. 

In addition to the special con- 
vention, Meany listed these require- 
ments as necessary: 

Reading of the Ethical Practices 


| Committee report on the union to 
the convention and publication of 
the report in the union’s newspaper. 

Removal of E. C. James, former 
LWIU secretary-treasurer, from 
every connection with the union or 
its subordinate bodies and initiation 
of steps to recover money con- 
verted by- James from the union. 

Resignation of the present offi- 
cers at the convention and new 
elections under supervision of a 
chairman appointed by Meany. 

Meany said there was no objec- 
tion to any efforts by Fagan or 
Sec.-Treas. Mildred Giannini to 
seek re-election. 


Lathers Appeal 
Is Rejected 


Atlantic City— The AFL-CIO 
convention rejected an appeal of 
the Lathers from a Building Trades 
Dept. resolution requiring accept- 
ance of the department’s program 
of jurisdictional disputes settlement 
as a condition of membership. 

The Building Trades Dept. in 
1955 said that membership in the 
department required all affiliates to 
accept the disputes-settlement plan. 

The Lathers protested against 
compulsory acceptance of the pro- 
gram and took the question to the 
AFL-CIO Executive Council. The 
council upheld the power of the 
Building Trades Dept. to require 
acceptance. The convention, on rec- 
ommendation of the Appeals Com- 
mittee headed by Alex Rose, pres- 
ident of the Hatters, rejected the 
appeal and sustained the council. 

A Switchmen’s Union appeal pro- 
testing the grant of an AFL-CIO 
charter to the Brotherhood of Rail- 
road Trainmen was withdrawn be- 


ethical standards. 


| ated any suggestion of a 


| pulsion. 


' ment delegate voted against, but 11 
§ affiliates with 1,498,902 members 


AFL-CIO Expels Teamsters; 


Door Left Open For Return 


Atlantic City, N. J—The AFL-CIO convention expelled the Teamsters Union from membership 


'on findings that it was “substantially controlled or domina 


” by 


“corrupt” elements. Expulsion 


came on a roll call vote after a three-hour debate on an Appeals Committee report sustaining the 


Executive Council decision that the 
union had failed to oust criticized} 
officers or investigate their conduct 
and had otherwise defied AFL-CIO 


Just before the roll call, AFL- 
'|CIO Pres. George Meany repudi- 
“war” 
with the Teamsters following ex- 


Door Is Open 

“There is no plan for a war at 
all,” he said, and “we hope it will 
never come. I have the door open.” 

The vote in favor of expulsion 
was 10,458,598. ‘Voting against 
the Appeals Committee recom- 
mendation were 2,266,497. A 
two-thirds majority was required 
for ouster. 

Delegates of 94 interactions! 
affiliates cast votes in favor of 
expulsion; 21 internationals 
voted against; and four split 
their votes. Eight other inter- 
nationals either did not attend 
the convention or failed to an- 
swer on the roll call. 

The Building Trades Dept. had 
adopted a convention resolution op- 
posing expulsion and the depart- 


voted in favor, six with, 1,234,558 
voted against. 
The Maritime Trades Debt dele- 
gate voted against, but all affiliated 
internationals voted in favor except 
the Teamsters Union itself, which 
had no credentials. Four other 
AFL-CIO department delegates 
voted for expulsion. 
The convention voted after 
Chairman Alex Rose of the Ap- 
s Committee, president of the 
Hatters, and Meany had spoken in 
favor of expulsion and spokesmen 
and supporters of the Teamsters 
had spoken against. 

Findings Confirmed 
The Appeals Committee report 
was presented by Sec. John J. Mur- 
phy, general secretary of the Brick- 
layers. The committee held that 
the Teamsters had been given “ade- 
quate opportunity” to respond to 
charges and correct abuses and had 
“refused to do so.” The report 
therefore recommended that find- 
ings of corrupt influences be con- 
firmed and that the union be ex- 
pelled. 

Vice Pres. Einar O. Mohn of 
the Teamsters made the official 
reply for his union, arguing that 
“sin is universal and ever-recur- 
ring.” Speaking of Sen. John L. 
McClellan (D-Ark.), chairman 
of the Senate special committee 
investigating labor-management 
improprieties, Mohn said Mc- 
Clellan’s record and recent pub- 
lic statements “compel me to be- 
lieve that the field he seeks to 
clean up will emerge torn 
asunder, bloody and weak—but 
perhaps ethical.” 

The Teamsters are a highly de- 
centralized union, Mohn said, and 
any conclusion that it is “substan- 
tially influenced by corrupt in- 
fluences” fails to show “an under- 
standing of our makeup.” 


English Defends Hoffa 
Teamsters Sec.-Treas. John F. 
English, a mémber of the AFL-CIO 
Executive Council, repeated in de- 
bate much of the defense of his 
union and Pres.-elect James R. 
Hoffa, a principal target of “cor- 
ruption” charges, he had made at 
the recent Teamsters’ Miami Beach 
convention that elected Hoffa. 
Hoffa has “done more for the 
Teamsters than any other man, in- 
cluding myself,” said the veteran 
English. ‘‘The penalty urged 
against the union is too severe,” he 
said. The expulsion proposal 
“makes my blood run cold.” 


Roll Call on 


The roll call vote to expel the 


8 not voting. 


n 


Doll and Toy Workers, 1 


1 


at the convention, 23 voted for 
not vote. 


found 94 national and international unions supporting the 
resolution of the meena Committee, 21 opposed, 4 split and 


| The vote to expel was 10,458,598; against 2,266,497. 
The following are the 21 unions that voted against expul- 


Boot and Shoe Workers, Brick and Clay Workers, Carpen- 
ters, Elevator Constructors, Flight Engineers, United Garment 
Workers, Glove Workers, Hod Carriers, Hotel and Restaurant 
Workers, Lathers, Meat Cutters, Mechanics Educational So- 
ciety, Sheet Metal Workers, Office Employes, Pattern Makers, 
Metal Polishers, Stone Cutters, Stove Mounters, Switchmen, 
Typographical Union, Upholsterers. 

The following unions split-their votes: 


against, 1 not voting; Hosiery Workers, 2 for, 1 against; Allied 
Industrial Workers, 5 for, 1 against; Jewelry Workers, 3 for, 


The following unions did not vote: 

Bill Posters, Coopers, Granite Cutters, Post Office and. 
Postal Transportation Service, Plate Printers, Radio and Tele- 
vision Directors; Wire Weavers, Yardmasters. 

Delegates from the six AFL-CIO departments, holding one 
vote each, all voted for expulsion except the Building & Con- 

_ Struction Trades and the Maritime Trades Dept. 
Of 33 merged state and territorial organizations registered 


Teamsters 
Teamsters from the AFL-CIO 


delegate for expulsion, two 


expulsion, 7 against and 3 did 


7 


sters, including members both of 
the old and the recently-elected 
executive boards, sat as guests of 
the convention while the debate 
took place and heard spokesmen of 
six other unions rise to speak 
against the expulsion recommenda- 
tion. 

These included: Pres. Sal B. 
Hoffmann, Upholsterers; Pres. Jo- 
seph P. McCurdy, United Garment 
Workers; Sec.-Treas. Edward F. 
Carlough, Sheet “Metal Workers; 
Pres. Woodruff Randolph, Typo- 
graphical Union; Pres. George Q. 
Lynch, Pattern Makers; Sec.-Treas. 
Patrick E. Gorman, Meat Cutters. 


Rose Leads Debate 


Rose led the debate for the Ap- 
peals Committee by saying it was 
“precisely because we know the 
great role the Teamsters can play 
that we want a fraternal, clean 
Teamsters’ organization as part of 
the labor movement.” 

“We are condemning a system 
which does not bring forward the 
best and work for the benefit of 
that organization but to the benefit 
of (Pres.) Dave Beck and Jimmy 
Hoffa,” he told the convention. 

He didn’t want to contradict 
Mohn about the McClellan com- 
mittee, Rose said, “but I don’t 
know whether the proceedings of 
‘the Teamsters convention—the 
behavior, the arrogance, the de- 
fiance—were not even worse 
from the point of view of labor 
interests.” 

“Defiance” by the Teamsters 
convention in electing Hoffa was 
“not an act of courage, it was 
defiance as an act of vulgarity and 
irresponsibility.” 


Meany Answers Charges - 
Meany closed the debate by an- 
swering briefly two charges from 
the floor: that the “procedure” had 
been faulty and that the Executive 
Council had acted as a “dictator- 
ship.” 
The “procedure,” he pointed out, 
was adopted at the AFL-CIO mer- 
ger convention in 1955 and “I feel 
I have an obligation to live up to” 
the constitution that established the 
procedure. 
“T have never seen a union con- 
stitution that didn’t give power to 
the Executive Council and officers 
between conventions,” he said, and 


fore the Appeals Committee. 


’ A large delegation of the Team- 


tatorship,” then “we have a good 
many dictatorships right in here.” 


Responding to Gorman of the 
Meat Cutters, who had spoken 
of efforts to bring Hoffa and 
himself together, ‘Meany said: 

“That's true. I cooperated. I 
stood on my head. I made it 
clear that I would meet him at 
any: time.” 

But the first proposal was for 
a “secret meeting,” Meany 
stated, and “I refused to accept 
that sort of arrangement.” 

After a second proposal, 
“Everything was set” for an 11 
a. m. meeting in New York Nov. 
19, and “I confirmed it and re- 
quested a confirmation from 
Brother Hoffa. The confirma- 
tion never came. He never 
came.” 

A proposal came again through 
Gorman for Hoffa to “get down” 
Dec. 5 from New York (where he 
is on trial in federal court on wire 
tapping charges). At 5:30 p. m, 
Meany said, Hoffa “couldn’t be 
cause his lawyer advised - him 
against it. At 9:30 he couldn't 
come because the judge forbid it.” 
Earlier in the week there had 
been suggestions. that Hoffa would 
“charter a plane” or “come by 
car,” and “each time when the ar 
rangements were made to meet, he 
didn’t meet.” 


Tells of ‘Distrust’ 

Through all this, Meany said, 
“the indication was that he wanted 
to resign and get out of the way.” 
When a final proposal came a 
10:40 p. m. Dec. 5, Meany said, 
“I just couldn’t see how I could be 
responsible,” so he asked the Team- 
sters board to see “if they are in & 
meeting if they can’t get a commit 
ment from him and bring it to the 
convention.” 

The intermediary replied, said 
Meany: 

“No. No, we can’t try that, 
because he might repudiate us. 
We don’t trust him.” 

“I am for the Teamster and for 
the Teamster members. I am fot 
getting the Teamster away from this 
corrupt control. And I say to you 
right here and now, I have the doot 
open—it was open until 11 o'clock 
last night; it will be open after 1f 


~ 


if the AFL-CIO council is a “dic- 


finish voting. 
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“AFL-CIO Convention Maps New =. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
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By about 7-1, voted to expel the Bakery & Confectionery 
=. Workers if the AFL-CIO Executive Council had no grounds 
for believing the union would clean house by Mar. 15, 1958. Within 
two days, after various communications from Pres. James G. Cross 
and other bakery leaders, the council put the expulsion into effect. 
‘ Two hours after the convention ended, Meany granted a char- 
ter to the newly created American Bakery & Confectionery Work- 
ers Intl. union which was meeting at an Atlantic City hotel. Tem- 
porary president and secretary-treasurer of the new ABC union is 
Daniel E. Coriway, a former vice president of the expelled union. 


3 With only two unions opposing, voted to expel the Laundry 
® Workers Intl. Union for corrupt influences. Included in the 
ouster was the Cleaning & Dye House Union, which had merged 
with Laundry some months ago. - 


4, Voted unanimously te accept an Appeals Committee rec- 
e ommendation to restore to good standing the United Textile 


_ Workers, which had been suspended eight days earlier for corrupt 


practices. The union’s officers have agreed to call a special conven- 
tion, bar certain named officials from office and follow the instruc- 
tions of an AFL-CIO monitor during the probationary period. 


5 Voted to keep the Distillery Workers Union under proba- 
® tion during further efforts to clean up the organization un- 
der the direction and supervision of am AFL-CIO monitor. 


; Concerned Over McClellan Committee 

Emphasizing AFL-CIO interest in the corruption issue, the con- 
vention gave full endorsement to the codes of ethical practices which 
the Executive Council had adopted during the past two years. 

The convention, in a resolution on the McClellan committee, 
pledged AFL-CIO cooperation with “all proper investigations of 
criminal and corrupt influences in labor or management, which are 
pursued with objectivity and fairness.” 

But it voiced concern that the McClellan committee might permit 
itself to be used for “political retaliation” and as a “forum for the 
display of anti-union propaganda.” 

Sharpened efforts to combat state laws outlawing union security— 
the so-called “right to work” measures—and a call for revisions in 
the Taft-Hartley Act were included in the convention’s legislative 
program. 

Reacting to the legislative program voiced by Labor Sec. James 
P. Mitchell in a speech to the convention, the delegates endorsed the 
proposal by Sen. Paul Douglas (D-IIl.) for full disclosure of finan- 
cial data in health, welfare and pension programs. 

Council to Study Legislation Proposals 

The Executive Council was directed to study “what legislation 
may be desirable to aid the labor movement in achieving its legiti- 
mate aspirations” and to “oppose strongly all propesals which, under 
the pretext of protecting workers from corruption, seek in reality 
to weaken unions or to undermine their ability to fulfill their proper 
responsibilities.” 

Government intervention or supervision in internal union pro- 
cedures and elections—attributed by many to Mitchell—were de- 
scribed in the convention statement as “unnecessary and unwar- 
ranted.” Undue reliance on government procedures, the AFL- 
CIO warned, can “sap the vitality” of unions and impair their 
“sense of responsibility.” ( 

_ Major resolutions and discussion revolved around the issues of 
collective bargaining and the national economy; political education; 
and organizing the unorganized. 

Collective bargaining efforts of affiliated unions, the resolution 
said, will be directed to continuing improvements in wages, hours, 
standards, benefits and working conditions. 

“In the period ahead, we will press particularly for higher wages 
to bolster present inadequate consumer buying power and restore 
needed national economic growth. 

“While American labor will cooperate wholeheartedly in the 
national defense effort, no need has been demonstrated for any 
wage freeze or for any nationwide extension of the statutory work- 
week.” - 

Labor Is Not Going to Retreat 

Reuther, head of the Auto Workers, which will be involved in 
major collective bargaining next spring—sharply rebutted statements 
attributed to Sen. Lyndon Johnson. (D-Tex.) that the 40-hour week 
should be abolished in the interest of national secyrity. 

Noting that recession is growing and unemployment has climbed 
to 3,200,000, Reuther said that on the bargaining front, labor “is 
not going to start a retreat” in 1958. 

“If we mobilize our economy and achieve full production and 
full employment, then we will forge the weapons and the tools of 
peace necessary to push back the forces of Communist tyranny.” 

-When Reuther finished, Meany commented: “I think he has 
indicated without question the road that we have to follow.” 

Rededicated to. Peace, Freedom . — 

In a detailed statement on the world situation, the AFL-CIO re- 
dedicated the U.S. labor movement to “the preservation of peace 
and freedom throughout the world.” 

The “intensity of the basic covflict” between the free world 
and the Communist dictatorships, the stafement said, increases 
as the Soviets use their first space satellites as “a iiackmail weapon 
abroad, and step up military theats, diplomatic pressure and 
economic penetration in the Middle East, Africa and Asia.” — 


The resolution spoke out against colonialism and voiced support 
for the “aspirations of all colonial and oppressed peoples” to achieve 
“national erenenirate and human freedom.” 


Bakery Union Is Expelled; 
Charter Issued to New Unit 


Atlantic City—The Bakery and Confectionery Workers Union was expelled from the AFL-CIO 
when Pres. James G. Cross and his executive board pointblank refused to agree to clean-up direc 
tives after the convention offered a three-month opportunity for compliance. A new charter was 
issued to 250 anti-Cross delegates from more than 100 locals with about 55,000 members, who at> 
tended a “loyalty” conference on the call of the Committee to Preserve Innogeiny 4 in the Bakery Work 
ers Union. The charter affiliates to® 


the AFL-CIO, a new union named 
the American Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers International Un- 
ion. 

Convention action to expel the 
Cross-dominated union came after 
intense debate on the Appeals Com- 


by the Executive Council. It pro- 
posed that expulsion be made effec- 
tive by the Executive Council, in 
the lack of compliance with direc- 
tives, “not later than Mar. 15, 
1958.” 

Cross and his board immediately 
turned down an invitation to attend 
a special Executive Council meet- 
ing Dec. 10 and otherwise rejected 
compliance, and Meany announced 
expulsion Dec.-.12. 

The vote on expulsion was 
11,003,835 in favor, 1,608,695 
against, 114,244 not voting. Dele- 
gates representing 107 national and 
international affiliates favored ex- 
.| pulsion, nine opposed. Eleven did 
not vote and one abstained. 

These unions voted against ex- 
pulsion: 

Carpenters, United Garment 
Workers, Hod Carriers, Mainte- 
nance of Way Employes, Mechan- 
ics Educational Society, Sheet Met- 
al Workers, Railroad Telegraphers, 
Typographical Union, Upholster- 
ers. 


The Stone Cutters reported that 
they “abstained” and the follow- 
ing unions did not respond on the 
rolicall: 

Bill Posters, Technical Engi- 
neers, Granite Cutters, Leather 
Workers, Pattern Makers, Metal 
Polishers, Radio Association, Ster- 
eotypers, Train Dispatchers, Wire 
Weavers, Yardmasters. 

Findings Challenged 

Chairman Alex Rose of the Ap- 
peals Committee, speaking after 
Cross had hotly challenged the re- 
port, castigated the union president 
as “amazing and demagogic” and 
said he had misrepresented to the 
convention what had happened dur- 
ing sessions. 

“There are two James 
Crosses,” he said, one very “per- 
suasive and appealing,” but the 
second one “in the racket of un- 
ethical behavior, of extrava- . 
gance, of conflict of interests, of 
corrupt influence, of terrorism 
within the organization itself.” 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
supported the committee and the 
Executive Council actions by 
charging Cross with punitive ac- 
tion against union officials who op- 
posed him and with lack of good 
faith. 

Speaking of the defense Cross 
offered: before the convention, 
Meany said: 

“You Heard a remarkable talk 
(from Cross). But I can tell you 
frankly that this union is in a 
bad way if he continues to run 
its affairs, whether from one of 
his two homes in' Palm Beach or 
from his other mansion, in con- 
junction with the employers’ as- 
sociation or with (former Vice 
Pres.) George Stuart or others 
of that ilk.” 

Cross took the platform after the 
Appeals Committee report to chal- 
lenge findings that his leadership 
was “corrupt” and to argue that his 
union’s autonomous rights were 
denied by the council directive say- 
ing he should not seek re-election 
at a special convention he has 


called for Mar. 3. ~ 


mittee report affirming suspension }j 


DEJECTED EXIT walk was taken from the convention by Pres. 
James G. Cross (right) following the expulsion of the Bakery 
Workers by an overwhelming vote. With Cross is his wife. 


eHe charged that a “dissident 
faction” led by ousted Sec.-Treas. 
Curtis R. Sims and four vice presi- 
dents in the Committee to Preserve 
Integrity had “collected and 
hoarded information with which 
they thought I could be ruined.” 
Cross was followed in defending 
the union by Pres. Emeritus Her- 
man Winter, veteran vice president 
of the AFL-CIO, who attributed 
troubles in the union to “a lot of 
dissension and selfishness and jeal- 
ousy” that “should have been set- 
tled in our executive board.” 


Cross accused Chairman Rose 
of duplicity in “assuring” him 
that a “decision” had not been 
reached when stories about 
alleged decision were Bsa 
the papers. He said Rose had 
told him he ‘could “stay in the 
labor movement” as a “local of- 
ficer and subsequently a regional 
director with one of our bar- 
gaining conferences.” 


“If I’m not so corrupt that I can 
stay in the union movement and 
work at the local and regional level, 
then what’s wrong with my staying 
on” as president, he asked. 

Misrepresented Facts 

Rose, president of the Hatters 
Union, charged in response for the 
Appeals Committee that Cross mis- 
represented the facts of what the 
committee had attempted to do. 

It was Cross, Rose said, who 


brought up the question of whether’ 


he was barred from “local office” 
and indicated that if this was not 
the case it would “make a differ- 
ence.” 
about” as a “demagogue,” would 
have claimed, Rose said, that if 
the Appeals Committee had not 
given him “everything I did,” 
the committee “was a rubber 
stamp, a kangaroo court.” 
Cross relied on a plea for “au- 


. |tonomy,” Rose asserted, but the 


real issue was whether the Bakery 
Workers wanted “Cross’ concep- 
tion of morality or the AFL-CIO 
conception of morality.” 

“They cannot have him with the 
badge of honor which is the AFL- 
CIQ. Otherwise it will be like tak- 
ing a union label and putting it oa 
non-union bread.” 


Meany Cites Record 
Meany related how he first 
learned from Sims that the former 
secretary-treasurer planned charges 
against Cross, and how all locals 
were notified by Sims. 


He said that the Bakery Workers 
in their last convention had struck 
out procedures for trial of charges 
against the president. Moreover 
the board elected with Cross had 
cleared the president’ and found 
Sims guilty of counter-charges in 
hastily-called brief meetings. 

The “division” in the union 
“didn’t bring about the corruption” 
that had been documented, Meany 
told the delegates. 

Meany took note that delegates 
had been elected by anti-Cross lo- 
cals and “are here.” 

“I didn’t ask them to come here” 
and “there has been no discussion 
of a new charter,” he said. “We 
are trying to keep this union to- 
gether.” But he demanded to know 
whether the Cross faction would 
“give a break” to the delegates of 
“50,000 who came in good faith 
hoping to save their union.” 


The AFL-CIO was organized, 
Meany said, to make it “an instru- 
mentality to serve workers, not to 
build up the personal affluence of 
an individual, to make him a big 
shot in the community or an expert 
on finance as one of our former 
Executive Council members turned 
out to be. 

"This is a workers’ organization, 
and I don’t know anything else 
about this business. Let’s keep it 


that way.” oe 


Ri ahd LR | A, Ce aM mS BT Seek Ra Ween (SV nae ms Sere ge, Sa hed ae arr TE S wade *, ee! ¥: FA ins fe Te” enn ¥; $ wc One Be ss Rae 4 ok hein, foe hy ale ehae ge Weel Lee ane 
ers ue ae Bee ea he Sees es aye ee sks epee 9S Ce se NA ieee kee patie § Tea seri ee ep he ee cake © ee 0 CoN UES RR 8 SOE eam Ee 
eS eas lk hae al tina tae iin ll sa TU Sa Sa NS A a Se a ene ee alae gat ee pee iitaiadaes Wierd 
a Tete eG aen AGS ce ee ee aay otis a noitaiaiide sai i ar er eit en ie : e. | rae ~ s - ** a 
ms aFh. @ tela : a i. : 7 oe ee : a ’ a ps - oa te a . : 
rr : : - 2s he Yad: & a i 7% ag : 
_ _ ee 7 : : a eee “ : rth as : are Pome Se rn : : 
‘ ' P 
. 3 ay a . 
. =! ‘ » . 
= 
b> ert 
ee ae 
Be ee 
ae noah 
ae 
eS, ne 
eata Pio 
are eee 
Leo ies 
i eae ard fae 
p eee Oe 
aig, RN: 
n . bee 
te dec 
ee ae 
ie ae Es 
—_ Pee 
ay ay 
ber 
ga ene 
\ mers, ig 
ied rae 2 
[aS 
| . Peo one 
eM eed 
UP ae apes 
Nese 
' ee 
Ps 
| Ee ete 
j : eS ce eiee 
j a cee, 
j >. eae 
ah SS ae 
| 2) iene 
| 2 eee 
| Se i 
ee ee Ne pec ie hater cama Na = Se ; ae 
| (ieee eae TRIPE RRR EAE SE Ne RE MRR Ie RS. Seem ne Re Sth et eR 3 = 
ee eR ES RR SN a 7 
Pete ‘ Sane ch age yas ae ace cc a aR i Sea cae aire a 
| pe ee as 
i SE Sip 0 So SR AS ERR Ros SR % 
| aceon a aa aerate he, REARS Sean a earch ta Serene aioe Sua | aia ghee eee ee eae Be 
| a. Pes: Races Se SS Bess ee ts aa Mens Sana ss Eg ak a 
} LOOSE KS EE SR Se eS ea ae RR eer AERIS ORE IRRC RES UREN RRR Oe 
| EIR RS tessa arias se RR Mies EER eRe RRR RRR tian ee Ro only 
ee -~_ 8 . sacs 
EIR ESSER RR SA RRR poe aaa gi ats eae pee So ae Eg eeawars 
eM Be sn ear iP RR SEE SIRO RRO oC Se SR Re re on ae PT a oie 
Se ae Raa aOR ca Se as SO ERR ECR... eS RE: Re be 
ene ee a ee ae 
pinion. Sapam oa © onan escceatieeenapetpite oss! peat eles * Shave tasatetitenarinegnceataneres Seletrssntyrenee sot, (ater nn Mi Ss tet: SR St AR 
es Ce ee eee HS ec ae eee 
iis, Sem fo Sec Ses er igen an a ec By 
: is ite SURREY cect un atwennee RE ee Soa eee ri Os ee 
ac a Nacsa ae eee es See SR eae 
SS a RRR BS ee ee cc amin 2.0% 
0 Siete. SS oat aa ec +} Ene ag Bey ss 
be sive , SEES ee on Rete cennua sient, at 3 < ae ae 
bos mater ee ec eae Se Cocca BeOS RR ee Rar aepnceat a en MEST SS Baas us 
Bas Reaee eee.” a paar ee Sass: oe eee So aps 
— fee ee ee AE Seer ia ace 
oo ae see Sat % Bee OE eee eee as ae ee aes 2 ae ees : 
. Pacoarae EES RCE RE ach nn serena ed a es ea eee aS ’ eta Me 
Raskccsn, _. deaonnbnme cummnan nS an eon Zee Me OS aR. MORE | a NR 3 i” a Mia) 
ook See eee Sener Sane nin cg eae | ae 
AEE RM enc rect erento, Meme eeee oe sete SE EE Re ORM TR eee Sane, Serb ester rac 3 At 2 aie. 
Lge poorer: Sees Ps ER re Re ae ae Se oe SOE oe: OR EE 2d 2 eee 
Ben ee atpnin ts SRR RR Ra aS Sie Se Ree ee eNO a SO RRS. < eran: 
Boiron maaan ae as ere, fe Smee a . Sacslaie 
Bees So SE SA I ok oR es IR aaa cS aes ig 
ee BEd conapaan seme ea ce Gi ase ES ese gee OT cis Ree A Gege oe ae ve oe 
Ree COS oe SR hii SS OS ee ie cae oak a, ae OES ae ty 
¥ Popa aa Oe a a eR ee Sage Spore cote oe: ame f— rye Le 
a Page Riad en BRS gene: Sg ae Re apie sec Se eS RS a 
SE ee Re Dae aes ee he ke ee ees © eee oe Tt 
RRS Seine gee MR MEE ute Coe Re oe Re Sea Re Sf 2 i 
Saipear oo RE eS  <-  S.== : 
OSS SR Beye aes RG is” On mires Cia ae eae ie ee RR <a 
x Siete ce Rae, ieee a aaa 
BS RR ees EE Re oo Benes ae ee 
} Sear paras. “satis ee ee i So gages ee ae a BS Ripe ae eS eae ‘ 
‘ ) isieeereaner 30-year eit _ Ch Se Se ae 
: A Se ee Sees % ee te Ree RE ge 
OD EES eee a cee 8 NIAID SS Ret Onn a ERR IM ORES SOR RS MER 3 
; S Sniaeaeena pemna  § spect Sh gee ren eS eat See Se See es ata gor ce Se 
| Bema ee BS aoe Roh, SOR ane i ae ees 
| pees en i RE RO RRS SS No RR aan. eee See ee cae Rea 
| See ee Sees et te sees — ee oe ee ee ea ae) 
Ey Po tia) Soe ecinces RRS ORR RR ORR 
Se ae ogg a RTS pears RMD 2A nN RR RS RN RRR RR =) 
ieee ee ig ee, oe 
io 2 “SaaS oa a ae Sa eens i Bete mage oS aan AS ae 
| Bipeesccenese so SoS a ER: Soo See mR Raa SS SSS RCA ac eR tee Se 
| epee ee Bae on es Saree eee ES Ee re 
: Ps 5 SEE: em a Soe Cp eh ates aoa Ger ee 
hooper. Co Se ee ee Bete A oe Ree 5%: Be RSG aaa Se es 
pe SS irene. Seaeeeten, aa, Sem NO RE ee eos Sa Bei 
eke ea pune Be Fs ee Saat Tee ee Saree Be Gea atta 
Os i SR mrpeneiane emma 8 SR AES a tae SDS ok epi  S Beat a 
Demers 2 SSN RR) RY SPR aS ez a SSeS. 
Fea SG RE 27 RR AR a See % 
} Tie Seas eis es apap a orien te een ee a Be ead ¢ Se r 
ASE aR ee te ern Reece Rone AS RRR OR RNS 7. SE MM RRS 7S > 7 RRR TC mS pei Sc 
| Be RE a SS a ae ee ee aa SRR nee eR pe aOR Nat anmeaea c eo Besa eae 
| Be Re aie me scipiiee Coke oe See oes ge RRR co Fe 
pC SEES I A RR SRR SS a RS RR SR 3S a Reng kee “enh 
| ieee ace Bee Bade on a eC ae a wee Jae oo ap 
re 2 Ua Semmens ema. Te ye RCM oe a CO a ee oa me 
| “ = Te Seo, aa ee oe oe ee sca be 
eee geet 2 Ceca a Paes ee oR aaa Pin ie 
ORES OSE iceman 8 RRS arose taste Pe Aiea In I ee, 
| i Se ee ee ee oa: 
Paes ee eae en eek. Nie. ON aa a a a RR OS se 
i 2g oe Ee Dds aie amma ea ES A SS BE hone = 
ood } a. Ba SER ee ae Ce ee ee 
Te ERO aM = cena Le ies a aerate SRE . 
Ronettes Lennar amen Aimee Smeerroraana 6 OE OPIS) de SER ae cece a . 
re.” Pe ee ta Soe ea = 
ee ee ee ey Bee eee en ees Cena oe 
Se a 2S Ae cae aan a ener SRR 2g Goan sceaeens Remeron & Se  - 
the Sete. anne St See —— Sues ok ee ec os Meee oS St ny 
ee oe Sonate Sanna es Bes cs - 3S aie pee Sear eae Os 
Bee ec cats lomannentnnranee up Staeitatee anon Seats oo OO SRS ooo Seka keira a 
en Bas oni ae RS eee Sree se oe eae fd SS oot 
Bese cay OER Seo maces poi Sipeeaicis eee casi eee eee SSS adres, 
d ee ee sognidonatencmmannrtt |, « dunumumnienen corcnoe ce popu hare 
- eel een eg Bar rs ae ck a ie ; anys 
RES Oe a RBS ta ORRIN RS RS SR RR ORR SS SO TSR RR : fue 
’ Reng > agua imran. cee aR Bon Gargano cu sea ha tie aera ce heures na > ees 
. Basra SS RAI ae SOS ES Eee cere ae gna ome ape ar piste aes fa Shute 
PSS oe aR Se a RC SR RS RR icici, 
Dam in. SCR URE st OR I, SR RR RS aR RRR Oe RRR ee 
I See a ea ERS REN Me! Ecoles cans aun RR eS i ee a RR ee aE ORR RRR CORD ed 
5 a 
' ee a 
By 
it on 
ie 
ee, RS, 
diay Sal 
for ssa 
sal, 
lov. 
ma- eae 
| - 
ver | Kee 
i ake 
| 7 oe 
ae 
. Z Pans 
‘ough ae 
own Ree, 
. ' 4 
wire oe i 
). m, ie: 
, a) | eee 
id it. } eS 
| peeinal 
> had : ae 
Sat 
would sad 
1e by i 
pial 
| ae 
| ‘ 7 
i Pres 
et, he | si 
: 
said, 
" 
way. ' 
me a ec 
. iss 
y said, as 
NG 
uld be . 
re in & 
* 
ommit- 
to the . 
i onl po 
i i 
that, | : 
i | 
i j 
te us. | 
} 
i 
‘om this 
to you | 
o'clock 
. | } 
| vee 
‘ 
gers eth ‘ s ee! 4 ee a cig 5 iy. eles eM iy oi eee ere - SR ie et af lian ‘ Bey tex Macy Re mn AVR: Sb ds ‘ . r 5 es ‘ ee st 
Bie etriget oe aR ae OA ps Bh AS cei ncp, Carey Wage tok sc Oe a pie Fam ancien: 28 Or ig ree Sel, Re aN CNRS cd om a a. VAN cas a le Meee mts Rcere th SSE EES eR CRATE NOES NT fe MOTs Ge LT Ne RR ee Bc 2g eM Re bt 5 a ag aw ey 
Sah eee ages AEN TE Seah RMRE eT em al PoE ORS TNS ORL (tle a heh ea a ete Tok, Tipe ieee et Se ee ae 4 . Si + \ Ba Re ee eR ya Pe ee “HEEL EA GS aan on Seg ie? Se ghee eee AROMAS oS ete alli is bua, Ved Mak Oar (PSE ago SF a ie al Ea 2. Sh agi all SD oe 
Sh uP Tey G3 Soa. iano dos ame eet a “ies Gn A aa I Ag S ce bay ce ces. Meta ay SecGen a i fe Bas: CM ie aay he an a ices pie oa re ae wight ER! aon as TS ae EE ne Sune an ees ih Sas fe eke 
ae ‘i ae rt : Sr earner ora cele eS ons mere 3) beaten Sy Saget)? ee ge Ngee ems Cae es Aho: A aN 6a arama SR A tO eS ya AY Eco), Mire late See tenga) “ 5 eer Ne eS Be bs OAS oe shag ale acc ib) Ee oe cea cee es Bes ki Ue oot, 
ee RR Arete tics Bee Nn ee PO: Vn eek a ame. YA Cetera: \ Ueda ty nS ee LP PTE ear a GE OT SER ON ee OR NEE abt Sea eee 
Wet cag) «ore Sree es rir tok Ree ci ie 2 ty nabs embeZ te eS ae eae cb Sih ae eae nk Nee ae me Se PSS, “ie PNR ence Onn SORENESS eh eK RA hal OY PEO EY er ah a oie head A Pein ay et ataeed NABI. lea PR REE ORTON A Gi hs PEO Ry MRR SREY SRE ea NA eae 
CPR at ue a pages bos 3 4 ate charg ingaie ens ah, gee oe ES kan 93 5 be ae PORES ZA OR ec Oy Tt TED ro co. ks ei aE i ei Sr PS MED UA Riata ote Se eee yy near Mie, By oe BIN ai Mahia eS ed pay SRE ne Be Sag Gb, OR eaaUab Ne ta ts a ae 4 BS ods Per Mariah Tigthog. 


Page Six 


AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1957 


AFL-CIO-Present and Future 


IQNHE AFL-CIO comes out of its second constitutional convention 


as a solidly constructed federation which has demonstrated its 
ability both to cope with crisis and to plan for future growth. 
The Second Constitutional Convention dealt with the problem 
ion in the labor movement. 
But it did not stop there. The convention went on to draft 
and approve a policy program designed to protect American 
labor from the attacks of its enemies, and to make possible new 
economic and social gains for the workers of the nation. 
Underlying the philosophy of the convention was the unanimous 
belief that the freedoms and the strengths of the free world must 
be strengthened in the face of new challénges from the dictators 
of the Soviet bloc of communist nations. \ 


x *k * 


Gome WIDELY-HELD MYTHS evaporated during the AFL- 
CIO convention sessions. : 

It had been believed in many circles, for instance, that the AFL- 
CIO would not “dare” to move against the corrupt elements in the 
leadership of the Teamsters Union by following ethical practices 
procedures to the point of expulsion of unions. But the convention 
did hand its walking papers to the Teamsters, by a vote of 5-1. 

It should be noted that disciplinary action against the Teamsters, 
the Bakery Workers and the Laundry Workers, was taken in a 
spirit more of sorrow than of anger. Clearly it was the hope of 


of 


the convention that expulsion would lead not to a permanent) 


separation of the workers in these three unions from the mainstream 
of the American labor movement, but would hasten the successful 
development of anti-corruption programs. ~ 
In essence, the convention proved that the AFL-CIO’s belief 
in ethical practices is not “just for the record,” but a working 
philosophy. Labor knows that in America only clean, demo- 
cratic unions can be effective trade unions. 
xk *k 


—_ FORWARD-LOOKING PROGRAM adopted by the con- 
vention will be heard, and will have influence, throughout the 
entire nation and the free world. 

The convention has answered the challenge of big business and 
the trial balloons of some politicians who would like td use the 
present crisis over national security to depress workers’ standards. 

Labor in America will not permit its standards of living to be 
depressed, while profits rise to unprecedented heights. It will not 
stand idly by to permit reactionary political figures to transform 
investigating functions into anti-labor carnivals. It will fight the 
vicious laws against union security, masquerading under the “right 
to work” slogan. It will campaign—and campaign with vigor—for 
better schools, and housing, and social security and health programs, 
and for the enjoyment of civil rights to which every American is 
entitled. 

The second. convention of the AFL-CIO, then, symbolized an 
organization emerging from the swaddling clothes of its infancy 
on the path to maturity. 

Labor and the entire nation can be proud that the AFL-CIO . 
has faced up to the needs of the present and has set its sights 
on a better future for all the people. 
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Clean-Up on the “Boardwalk”! 


CKETEERS AND 
[/GRRUPT ELEMENTS 


DRAWN FOR THE 
AFL-CIO News 


Convention Confirms, Adopts 
Six Ethical Practices Codes 


Atlantic City — The AFL-CIO convention “confirmed and adopt 


” the six ethical practices 


codes approved by the Executive Council since the 1955 merger convention and “affirmed. the 
principles” of the council resolution on union officers who “invoke the Fifth Amendment” in 


response to charges. 


The council codes of ethical practices were adopted, a convention resolution observed, as a result 


of constitutional provisions calling 


for a Committee on Ethical Prac- 
tices and asserting that the AFL- 
CIO must be “free from any taint 
of corruption.” 

The ethical codes obviously “are 
not intended to be all-inclusive,” 
the convention stated. “There is no 
code which provides that union 
officers shall not steal money” from 
union treasuries because “so plain- 
ly an elementary requirement does 
not require statement.” 


Compliance with the six codes, 
however, is a “minimum require- 
ment for honest and clean union- 
ism,” the resolution said. 

‘A “specific action” may not be 
“consistent with honest trade union- 
ism” even if it is “not forbidden,” 
because the codes “are intended. to 
be illustrative.” 


Simple compliance “will not 
guarantee freedom from corrup- 
tion.” Only the existence of a “truly 
dedicated leadership- can provide 
such a guarantee.” 

But the establishment “of mini- 
mum requirements in the form of 
codes” will serve to “strengthen the 
ability of unions to maintain the 
highest principles.” 

The convention called on 
“each national and international 
affiliate” to take “whatever steps 
are necessary within its own or- 
ganization” to meet the standards 
of the code. It authorized the 
Executive Council to “continue 
the practice of adopting codes” 
to maintain the principles of 
“clean and democratic union- 
ism.” : 

Pres. Woodruff Randolph of the 
Typographical Union took the floor 
to express his union’s “unalterable 
attitude” in regard to AFL-CIO 
ethical practice codes. He said the 
ITU would be “guided only by its 


own Book of Laws and will flatly 


reject any mandate which is con- 
trary thereto.” 

Pres. Sal B. Hoffmann of the Up- 
holsterers said that he supported 
“90 percent” of the resolution on 
codes but questioned “10 percent.” 


The convention also spelled out 
the meaning of the Fifth Amend- 
ment resolution adopted by the 
council on Jan. 28, 1957, and re- 
jected its “misinterpretation” by 
those claiming it required “auto- 
matic expulsion” of officers using 
the amendment or calling it “an at- 
tempt to wipe the amendment from 
the constitution.” 

The basic principle. expressed in 
the resolution, the convention said, 
is that “any union official against 
whom serious charges of-corrup- 
tion are leveled should be removed 
from office if those charges are 


true.” 


When an official invokes the 
Fifth, “an investigation is re- 
required by the affiliate in- 
volved.” If it is found that the 
constitutional privilege “was in 
fact invoked as a shield to avoid 
discovery of corruption,” the 
official concerned “has no right 
to continue to hold union office.” 

The Fifth Amendment “does not 
confer immunity upon a union 
against its duty to determine wheth- 
er an Official who invokes that 
amendment is guilty of malfeas- 
ance in office,” the resolution read. 

The fact that charges are made 
before a “legislative committee” 
and a union officer invokes the 
amendment “cannot give him im- 


munity from trade union investiga- 
tion.” 


continued, 


them outright. 


Convention Condemns 
State Anti-Union Laws 


Atlantic City—The cure for the corruption of a few is to 
bring about the active participation in union affairs of the 
many, the AFL-CIO convention declared in its resolution 
condemning state anti-union security laws. 

Attacks upon union security are attacks’ upon unions, it 
It added that such attacks are designed, at the 
least, to weaken unions and in some circumstances to destroy 


“That is why reactionary, anti-union employers have for 


more than_a decade lobbied incessantly and unscrupulously 
for so-called ‘right-to-work’ laws—laws which guarantee no 
one’s right fo work, but do prohibit all forms of union secur- 

»” the convention declared. 

“Union members and all those who believe in the rights 
of workers to form unions will oppose these laws with their 
whole strength. This union breaking drive must be defeated 
and rolled back, and the discredited and misnamed ‘right-to- 
work’ laws now found in 18 states must be repealed.” 
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Samera View of AFL-CIO 2nd Convention - 


aescaaas . Re : = : € 2 : J hs *: ee 


OVERALL VIEW SHOWS DELEGATES TO SECOND AFL-CIO CONVENTION SEATED, VISITORS IN THE GALLERY (FOREGROUND). 


CAMERA BATTERY from newsreels and television networks was 
trained on the convention from a special platform high above the 
delegates’ seats. Highlights of the convention were 


\ 


\\ 


BUSY PLACE during the early stages of the convention was the registration desk where the hun- 
dreds of delegates signed in for their credentials and badges. Efficient crews kept waiting time down AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
and handied details swiftly. , : Saturday, December 14, 1957 Page Seven 
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Picture Story on Expulsion of Teamsters 


Lee 


CONVENTION APPEALS COMMITTEE (above) long and thoughtfully weighed the e | dirasters? 
petition to avoid expulsion from the AFL-CIO, rejected it regretfully. Below are the principals on 
both sides of the question who spoke during the long convention debate. 


IN A FIGHTING SPEECH, AFL-CIO Pres, George Meany sup- 
ported expulsion of the Teamsters. Shown below are speakers 
who opposed the ouster in addresses from the floor. 


Pres. Joseph P. McCurdy Pres. George Q. Lynch 
United Garment Workers Pattern “Makers 


Vice President of Teamsters | Appeals Committee secretary. 


= ATO Cf ome 


re: J 


OOO: 


Sec.-Treas. Patrick E. Gorman Sec.-Treas. Edward F. Carlough 
Meat Cutters Sheet Metal Workers 


AWAITING THE DECISION of the convention during the long debate on expulsion are these ee i ete, xg erie 
members of the Teamsters. Seated in a corner of Convention Hall, they were not entitled to the Pres. Woodruff Randolph Pres. Sal B. Hoffmana 
_ privileges of delegates because the union already was under suspension. Typographical Union Upholsterers 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1957 i Sane flee 


ScenesFromLabor’sAtlantic City Conclav 


wh oo 
VICE PRESIDENT Walter P. Reuther, head of the Auto Workers, 
took the platform to speak on collective bargaining programs and 
the economic picture of the nation, 


BIG MOMENT came when Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler ‘(second from left) officially turned 
the convention over to Pres. George Meany following introductory remarks. At left is Pres. James 
A. Suffridge of Retail Clerks. Pres. David Dubinsky of Ladies Garment Workers is at Meany’s left. 


POLICIES OF THE AFL-CIO are shaped by the convention 
BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE of the newly-merged AFL-CIO Auxiliaries confers with| through action on resolutions. ‘Here, Pres. David J. McDonald 


Sec.-Treas. William F, Schnitzler during one of the few lulls in the convention. Shown (from left)| of the Steelworkers, who was secretary of the Resolutions Com- 
are Lillian Sherwood, who was president of. the former National CIO Auxiliaries; Mrs. Minnie} mittee, brings one of the resolutions to the floor. The committee 
Zoller, organization director of the new group; Sec.-Treas. Winnie Christmas, and Mrs. Dorothy| cofisidered and reported on over 150 resolutions. 
Mitchell. ; ‘ ; 


REUVEN BARKATT, member of the executive committee of Histadrut and the executive board of 
the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions, was honored at a convention luncheon given 
in his honor by Jacob S. Potofsky and David Dubinsky; AFL-CIO vice presidents. Those attend-| LABOR’S INTERNATIONAL activities are discussed at the con- 
ing included, from left, Potofsky, Auto Workers Pres. Walter P. Reuther, Arthur J. Goldberg,| vention by a veteran foreign trade union leader, J. H. Oldenbrock, 
general counsel of the Industrial Union Dept.; Barkatt, AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany (speaking),| who is secretary general of the International Confederation of Free 
ICFTU Pres. Arne Geijer, AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler and Dubinksy. Trade Unions. ea 
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Convention Says: 


Only Federal Aid 


Can Save 


Atlantic City—The crisis in the nation’s schools is so great that 
“only federal aid” can rescue the public school system from further 
deterioration, the AFL-CIO convention declared in a major policy 
declaration on the crisis in education. — 

_ “The launching of the Soviet satellites has called forcefully to 


“= 


Schools 


the attention of all Americans what® 
should have been painfully clear 
for years: the shameful neglect of 
our educational system has led to 
a deterioration that threatens our 
way of life and our very existence,” 


te ‘rectify the deplorable salary 
and working conditions of our 
teachers,” through legislative ac- 
tion at the state, local and fed- 
eral levels and other appropriate 
means. 


“Clearly the free public school 


the resolution said. 
Warns on Over-Emphasis — 


It warned, however, against over- 
emphasis on education in science at 
the expense of the arts and the 


humanities. —_- 

“Our entire educational system 
needs strengthening,” it said. 
“Our national and international 
needs call for trained people in 
the arts and humanities as well 
as the sciences. We need trained 
diplomats and economists and 
political scientists and language 
experts as well as physicists and 
engineers.” 

Supporting a “realistic” program 
of federal aid to education to re- 
lieve the critical classroom shortage, 
the resolution said that, with proper 
safeguards against interference with 
local schools, the federal govern- 
ment has a responsibility to provide 
* aid for public school construction, 
for public school teachers’ salaries, 
for scholarships, to combat illiter- 
acy at all levels and for health and 
welfare services for all children. 

It also called for an expanded 
vocational education program “at- 
tuned to the needs of a changing 
technology,” a broad program of 
federal scholarships for higher edu- 
cation in the sciences and the hu- 
manities, and the continuation and 
expansion of the federal school 
lunch program. 

Reaffirming support for a Labor 
Extension Service in the Dept. of 
Labor, the resolution said this serv- 
ice would “provide service and ma- 
terial comparable to those provided 
through the Dept. of Agriculture to 
farmers, and businessmen through 
the Dept. of Commerce.” 

In a separate resolution on rais- 
ing teacher standards, the conven- 
tion declared that “the quality of 
the education provided for the 32 
million American children enrolled 
in our primary and secondary 
schools largely reflects the profes- 
sional qualifications of the men and 
women who teach them.” 

It called on affiliates “to con- 
tinue and to extend their efforts 


Delegates Oppose 
Prohibition Laws 


Atlantic City—Opposition 
to enactment of “any and 


the Brewery Workers noted 
that prohibition forces are 
again working to restore 
“noble experiment” laws and 
warned that if they were not 
checked the evils of prohibi- 
tion days would return and 
an industry employing mil- 
“lions would be destroyed. 
“National prohibition,” the 
resolution said, “created the 
gangster and the racketeer, 


system for which organized labor 
has fought for more than 100 
years, in order to achieve equal 
educational opportunities for all 
children, is in jeopardy unless 
teachers’ standards are immedi- 
ately and drastically improved,” 
the resolution warned. 

An amendment offered from the 
floor was adopted, declaring that 
the National Education Associa- 
tion, “dominated as it is by the 
school administrators,” does not 
and cannot fulfill the need of teach- 
ers for a genuine union organiza- 
tion of their own “because it is in 


-Convention “Boosts 
AFL-CIO Per Capita 


Atlantic City—Per capita 
payments to the AFL-CIO 
were boosted by the conven- 
tion to 5 cents per month | 
per member from. national 
and international unions. The 
founding convention set the 
figure at 4 cents per month 
but a voluntary assessment of 
one cent per month was later 
accepted. 

Directly affiliated local un- 
ions will now pay $1 a month” 
per capita instead of the for- 
mer 80 cents a month. Both 
per capita recommendations 
were approved when brought 
to the floor from the consti- 
tution committee. 

The convention also ap- 
proved at least one meeting a 
year in years when no AFL- 
| CIO convention is held for 
the General Board which is 
comprised of all members of 
the Executive Council plus 
the president or principal offi- 
cer of all unions and affiliated 
trade and. industrial depart- 
ments. Formerly, the Gen- 
eral Board was required to 
meet at least once annually. 


effect a company union.” 


Disputes Problems 
Referred to Council 


Atlantic City—Jurisdictional disputes problems were referred 
to the Executive Council by the AFL-CIO convention with the 
recommendation that a 13-man committee work toward “ultimate 
solution” of the conflict between®— 


the Industrial Union and the Build- 
ing & Construction Trades Depts. 

Both departments submitted res- 
olutions outlining their positions 


AFL, CIO 
Auxiliaries 
Vote Merger 


Atlantic City—The women’s 
auxiliaries of the former “AFL and 
CIO united in a new AFL-CIO 
Auxiliaries at a successful merger 
convention here. 

Mrs. Anna Kelsey, of the Salt 
Lake City, Utah, Auxiliary of the 
Street, Electric Railway & Motor 
Coach Employes, who had been 
president of the AFL group, was 
named to lead the new organiza- 
tion. 

Other officers chosen were Ex- 
ecutive Vice Pres. Mary Cass, 
Boston, of the Massachusetts State 
CIO Auxiliary; Mrs. Winnie 
Christmas, College Park, Md., of 
the Photo-Engravers Auxiliary, sec- 
retary-treasurer, and Mrs. Minnie | 
Zoller, Beaumont, Tex., formerly 
secretary-treasurer of the national 
CIO auxiliaries, director of organ- 
ization. 

Each of the former auxiliaries 
elected 10 vice presidents of the 
new group. : 
The convention passed .a series 
of resolutions supporting AFL-CIO 
policies and heard speakers from 
both inside and outside the labor 
movement. 

AFL-CIO Vice Pres. James B. 
Carey told the convention “women 
should be united in the forefront 
of the civil rights fight” because 
of their own long struggle against 
discrimination and second-class citi- 
zenship. 
“You as women are obligated to 
fight for full civil rights for other 
minorities on the same moral and 
humanitarian grounds that your 
predecessors in the suffrage strug- 
gle appealed to other minority 
groups for their support and soli- 


darity,” he said. 


and asking for solution of the prob- 
lem: 


Meany ‘Heads. Committee 
- The council was also asked to 


continue its efforts to resolve prob-| . 


lems arising from raids on the 
membership of one union by 
another. The AFL-CIO No-Raid- 
ing Agreement was endorsed and 
a resolution proposed that the 
agreement be recognized by the 
NLRB and state and local labor 
relations bodies. 

The whole touchy question of 
jurisdictional conflicts will be 
given renewed study by a com- 
mittee headed by Pres. George 
Meany with special emphasis on 
the problems im the doubtful 
areas between the positions 
agreed upon by the two depart- 
ments. 


Meany has defined this doubtful 
area as involving “such work. as 
alterations, major repairs and re- 
location of existing facilities, 
changeovers and other types of 
maintenance work.” He proposed 
that decisions in this shadow area 
be made on the basis of “estab- 
lished past practices on -a plant, 
area or industry basis.” 


Group Expanded 

'A joint committee from the two 
departments failed to reach agree- 
ment on the problem a year ago. 
A six-man committee named by 
Meany was expanded to its present 
membership of 13 by Meany in 
February. 

It was this committee which re- 
ported during the summer it had 
achieved some progress along gen- 
eral lines but had encountered diffi- 
culty in the doubtful areas. 

It suggested the establishment of 
some permanent machinery to settle 
as many of the disputes as pos- 
sible although it failed to feach 
agreement on a firm method of 
arbitrating all of the conflicts. 

The committee proposed that 
the AFL-CIO name to its staff 
three persons suggested by the 
IUD and three from the BCTD 
who would form two-man teams 
under Meany’s direction to make 
on-the-spot adjustments of dis- 
putes. 


PROBLEMS CONFRONTING unions with corrupt elements are 
discussed by Pres. George Meany (left) and Machinists Pres. Al 
J. Hayes, chairman of the Ethical Practices Committee. 


‘2 


ment employes’ legislative program 
resolution by singling it out in a 
special statement printed in its re- 
port. is 

The convention unanimously ap- 
proved the resolution spelling out 
19 legislative goals intended ta se- 
cure economic justice for the na- 
tion’s federal workers, as well as 
other separate resolutions calling 


improvements in fringe benefits. 
Vetoes Unjustified 


olutions Committee declared that 
the four presidential vetoes of fed- 
eral wage legislation since 1954 
have “denied government employes 
sufficient purchasing power to en- 
able them to maintain pace with 
ever-increasing price increases. 
The President's vetoes, it 


” cause a policy which persists. in 
maintaining low wages not only 


prohibited by federal statute from 
striking to enforce their economic 
demands, the committee said that 
the federal government “has a spe- 
cial and specific obligation to deal 
fairly, speedily and adequately with 
the salary needs of public em- 
ployes. This it has not done.” 
The committee termed the four 
presidential vetoes of federal salary 
legislation “an unenviable record,” 
adding that it was “unequalled in 
the 181l-year history of our na- 
tion,” and called on the convention 
to give a strong pledge of “the 
full support of the entire AFL- 
CIO” for the government workers’ 
legislative program. 

Stress Many Points 
That program, in addition to 
pledging a renewed campaign for 
increased pay for postal and fed- 
eral employes, also stressed the im- 
portance of winnirig statutory, rec- 
ognition of postal and federal em- 
ploye unions “in keeping with mod- 
ern advanced industrial relations 
practices in private industry.” 
Also high on the list of legisla- 
tive aims were calls for “substan- 
tial increases” in the annuities of 
those on the civil service retirement 
rolls and for enactment of the bill 
passed by the-Senate in the last 
session to provide retroactive pay 


for hospital and medical insurance | . 
for government employes and other | © 


In its special statement, the Res- |; 


U.S. EmployeProgram 
Gets Special Attention 


Atlantic City—Departing from its usual procedure of reporting 
resolutions without comment, the AFL-CIO Convention Resolu- 
tions Committee stressed the importance it placed on the govern- 


Seek 35-Hour Week 
For U.S. Employes 


Atlantic City—A separate 
resolution unanimously adop- 
ted by the AFL-CIO conven- 
tion directed that an effort to 
win a 35-hour week without 
loss of pay for all federal em- 
ployes be made a part of the 
AFL-CIO legislative program 
for the next two years. 

“It is the privilege of federal 
employes—as well as all other 
employes—to receive their 
just share in the increased 
standard of living made pos- 
sible by the increase in pro- 
ductivity through more effec- 
tive utilization of machines,” 
the resolution declared. 


for blue collar workers under wage 
board awards. : 

Among other provisions, the res- 
olution would seek legislation to 
prohibit the consolidation of the 
positions of fire fighters with police- 
men, protect the salaries of work- 
ers whose positions are down- 
graded, provide equitable overtime 
pay, develop government-wide pro- 
motion standards with recognition 
of seniority, and remove inequities 
in the Classification Acts. 

The resolution also called for 
amendment of the Hatch Act 
“to provide greater opportunity 
for public employes to partici- 
pate as American citizens in the 
affairs of government” and called 
for the establishment of a com- 
mittee of employes and manage- 
ment “to cope with the social 
and economic problems brought 
about by mechanization and av- 
tomation.” 

Other sections would seek to ex- 
clude from taxable income taxes 
imposed upon employes under the 
social security, railroad retirement 
and civil service retirement sys- 
tems; prevent use of military per- 
sonnel in government . positions 
which could effectively be filled by 
civilians; require barbers and beavu- 
ticians to be citizens and have 
licenses to practice; and preserve 
for U.S. government printing and 
engraving agencies the prinfing of 
postage stamps, securities, and for- 
eign currency financed by the U.S. 
government. , 

Another separate resolution 
called for legislation to grant fed- 
eral employes holidays which fall 
on Saturday. Under present law, 
federal workers who work a reg- 
ular Monday through Friday work- 
week lose such holidays. 
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consumers that the money they 
members. ~ 


UNION MADE 


I TEXTILE 
WORKERS 
UNION o- 


Label Consciniitess: 


Urged on All Unions 


Atlantic City—The AFL-CIO convention called on affiliated 
unions and state and local labor bodies to “redouble” their efforts 
to increase union label consciousness among union members and 


ICA 


ANOTHER ORGANIZATION that has added its strength to the 
union label “family” is the Textile Workers Union of America. 
TWUA is sparking a drive to encourage manufacturers to put this 
label on their products. It’s good business, says TWUA, to show 


spend is going to fellow union 


consumers generally. 
“Every time we spend a union 
made dollar for union products 
and services, we are doing our part 
in the battle to preserve our stand- 
ard of living,” the union label res- 
olution said. “Every time we spend 
our union made dollar for non- 
union products or services, we are 
subsidizing those very companies 
who are seeking to destroy us. 


Power Indestructible 

“Our power as consumers is in- 
destructible. The rigat to buy or 
not to buy cannot be taken away 
by legislative fiat or labor spies or 
strikebreakers and scabs. We can- 
not lose it by hostile action—we 
can only lose it by indifference, by 
the failure to use it.” 

The union label is a practical, ef- 
fective and efficient tool for organ- 
izing the unorganized, Delegate Ja- 
cob Clayman of the Clothing Work- 
ers told the convention. 

Speaking in connection with the 
presentation of a suit and box of 
shirts by the ACW to promote the 
union label, Clayman said that no 


one understood better than workers 
~ on strike how effectively the union 
label can be “a weapon, a sword 
of defense and self-preservation.” 


Designate Label Week 

“These unions and others have 
come to understand and appreciate 
that if we could only marshal the 
buying power of the trade union 
movement, which constitutes ap- 
proximately one-third of the total 
buying power of the nation, we 
would have at our side and in our 
hands a weapon of self-preservation 


Resolution Hails 
Work. of Histadrut 


Atlantic City—The warm frater- 
nal greetings of the AFL-CIO con- 
vention were sent to’ Histadrut, the 
Israeli federation of labor, in a 
resolution which called on the U.S. 
government to take “all measures 
to ensure” the economic growth 
and independence of Israel. 

The resolution hailed Histadrut 
for its pioneering accomplishments 
in building a free democratic so- 
city, and noted the pride with which 
American labor looks back on re- 
lationships between the two coun- 
tries. 

“It looks forward with confi- 
dence,” the resolution continued, 
“to an extension and deepening of 
this friendship so Israel may con- 
tinue its dynamic progress in peace 
and freedom.” 


® 


and a weapon of self-defense,” he 
declared. 

“We feel that it would be a tragic 
mistake if we were to think of the 
union label as purely an academic 
frill to be thrust way back on the 
shelf of labor’s arsenal.” 

Another resolution designated 
Sept. 1 to 7, 1958 as Union Label 
Week and called on all trade union- 
ists, their families and friends to 
Officially observe and celebrate the 
period. A third resolution invited 
AFL-CIO unions to take part in 
the 1958 Union Industries Show 
scheduled Apr. 25-30 in Cincinnati. 


Delegates Ask 
U. S. to Start 
Ship Program 


Atlantic City—A score of pro- 
posals for the development of the 
American merchant marine were 
approved by the AFL-CIO conven- 
tion in the maritime program res- 
olution. 

Declaring that the maritime in- 
dustry is “vital to. our economy and 
essential to national defense,” the 
resolution called on the federal gov- 
ernment to bring into being a “com- 
prehensive long-range program for 
the future development of the mar- 
itime industry.” 

“We condemn the continuing 
transfer of American vessels to 
runaway flags as destructive of fair 
wage levels, working conditions, 
and safety standards,” it declared. 

Such transfers, it added, are pro- 
moted by the present so-called “ef- 
fective control” policies of the gov- 
ernment, which also encourage the 
building of American-owned ships 
in foreign yards, “thus threatening 
the long-range survival of the 
American merchant marine.” 

The resolution, among other pro- 
posals, called fordevelopment of a 
long-range ship replacement pro- 
gram, preservation and proper ad- 
ministration of the so-called “50- 
50” law, and an equitable program 
of subsidization. 

It opposed the continued opera- 
tion of the Military Sea Transpor- 
tation Service in competition with 
private U.S. shipping “and the con- 
sequent deprivation of the benefits 
of trade union representation of the 
workers involved.” 

“We urge that proper federal 
legislation be enacted to guarantee 
that the hiring hall is recognized 
as the proper medium for employ- 
ment in all industries in which its 
use has been an accepted practice,” 
it said. 


‘ 


objectivity and fairness,” 


anti-union propaganda.” 


Labor Sees McClellan Probe 
Leaning to ‘Unfair’ Side 


Atlantic City—The AFL-CIO convention reaffirmed determination to eliminate union internal 
corruption and to give “full cooperation” to “all proper investigations which are pursued with 
but expressed “deep concern” lest the Senate special committee headed by 
Sen. John L...McClellan sates g' “allow itself to be used for political retaliation and as a forum for 


The, committee, the ednvetion| 


| said, “in order to perform its func- 


tion properly must exercise a high 
dégree of objectivity and fairness. 
The committee, we regret to say, 
has not met this standard.” 


Endorse Declaration 

The convention in a resolution 
endorsed an Executive Council 
declaration stating the AFL-CIO 
policy “to cooperate with all proper 
legislative committees, law-enforce- 
ment agencies and other public 
bodies” created to protect “labor 
or any other segment of society free 


| from corrupt influences.” 


The Senate committee, estab- 
lished after this council pledge was 


‘| adopted, has brought to light “cer- 


tain criminal and corrupt influ- 
ences” that had “fastened them- 
selves upon a segment of labor and 
some sections of management.” 

The existence of these influences 
in unions “brought damage to our. 
movement” and “where the (Mc- 
Clellan) committee has conducted 
its investigations with objectivity” 
it has “served a useful purpose and 
performed a necessary task.” 

Procedures Questioned 

Acknowledgement of this did not 
“endorse either the procedures of 
the committee or the apparent anti- 
labor bias of some members,” the 
convention stated. 


The Senate committee headed 
in the last Congress by Sen. Paul 
H. Douglas (D-IIl.), the resolu- 
tion said, conducted “an effective 
investigation without hunting for 
headlines.” It operated “in an 

_atmosphere of objectivity and 
fairness” and produced facts that» 
became “the basis of AFL-CIO 
actions in four of its recent ethi- 
cal practices cases.” Its legisla- 
tive proposals were “constructive 
and germane.” 

The McClellan committee, the 
convention declared, had allowed 
the undermining of “public faith 
and confidence” by permitting 
“several members to use the com- 
mittee as a public platform to serve 
their own anti-labor and political 
purposes.” 

Name Three Members 


The resglution named _ Sens. 
(Barry) Goldwater (R- Agiz.), 
(Carl T.) Curtis ((R-Neb.) and 
(Karl) Mundt (R-S. D.) as com- 
mittee members who have “dem- 
onstrated repeatedly their incapa- 
bility of discharging their duties and 
responsibilities fairly and impar- 
tially.” 

They have “sought to use” the 
committee’s processes “for anti- 
labor propaganda, to harass clean 
and honest ‘unions, to-aid anti- 
labor employers found guilty of 
unfair practices” by the NLRB. 


Resolution Urges 
Roosevelt Holiday 


Atlantic City—A_ resolu- 
tion calling for a national 
holiday on Jan. 30, the birth- 
day. of the late Pres. Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt, was passed 
by the AFL-CIO convention 
without a dissenting vote. 

Sponsored by delegates 
from the Transport Workers, 
the resolution proposed the 
holiday to honor the man 
“who gave a Magna Carta to 
the working men and women 
of this country in the Wag- 
ner Act and other. outstand- 
ing humanitarian measures 
which advance the living 

_ Standards of America’s toil- 


ing masses.” 


ject unions to the anti-trust laws 


The convention “challenged 
the objectivity” of these senators 
and served notice: “The labor 
movement does not intend to be 
intimidated.” 

McClellan has “aipaented” a na- 
tional “right-to-work” law, the res- 
olution ‘stated, and other members 
have suggested “proposals to sub- 


or impose further restrictions on 
political activities.” These proposals 
are “unrelated” to the problem of 
“labor and management corrup- 
tion.” 
The committee has devoted a 
“disproportionately small amount 
of time and interest to the study 


of improper practices in manage- 


Hoffa Trial 


AFL-CIO News went to press. 


ment” and “has not shown the 
same enthusiasm and determina- 
tion” in exposing management 
wrongs that it has devoted to la- 
bor wrongs, the resolution said. 
The convention also criticized the 
committee for “the practice of try- 
ing individuals in the press and by 
television; -of repeating questions 
for publicity purposes to which it 


is known that no answer will be 


made.” 

“We do not petite the i issuance 
of announcements in advance of 
hearings of the conclusions to be 
drawn from testimony not yet 
heard; we do not-approve the pub- 
lication of evidence obtained -in 
violation of federal law.” 


Beck Case Before Jury; 


Continues 


A grand larceny charge against Teamsters Union Pres. Dave 
Beck was’ in the hands of a Seattle, Wash., jury as this issue of the 
Judge George H. Revelle sent the 


fense motions for a directed acquit- 
tal of Beck on an indictment ac- 
cusing him of selling a union- 
owned car and converting the $1,- 
900 proceeds to’ his own use. 

In three other court cases and 
in the Caucus Room of the Sen- 
ate Office Building in Washington 
the affairs of the Teamsters Union 
and its officers were being aired in 
criminal trials or committee hear- 
ings. 

In New York gangster John Dio- 
guardi (Johnny Dio) and John J. 
McNamara, Teamster official who 
has backed Vice Pres. James R. 
Hoffa’s efforts to extend his in- 
fluence, were convicted of extor- 
tion. 

Hoffa Trial Continues 

McNamara was convicted of 
conspiracy to assist Dio in extort- 
ing $11,500 from two New York 
stationery firms by removing 
pickets only after the management 
agreed to hire Dio’s so-called “la- 
bor relations” firm, Equitable Re- 
search Associates. Neither Dio 
nor McNamara took the witness 
stand. The sentence for Dio could 


.|be as much as 31 years in prison. 


In Judge Frederick vanPelt 
Bryan’s federal court in New York, 


wiretapping ch ar ges continued. 
One co-defendant is Owen (Bert) 
Brennan, elected a Teamsters vice 
president at the recent Miami 
Beach convention; the other is 
Bernard Spindel, professional wire- 
tapper. 

Sharply conflicting testimony 
went into the trial. One witness 
swore he helped Spindel install 
“listening” devices in Teamsters 
Detroit headquarters and saw 
Hoffa there. Union Vice Pres. 
John T. O’Brien testified that at 
the same time Hoffa was in Seat- 
tle, absent from his office. 

Judge F. Dickinson Letts, in 
Washington, D. C. federal court, 
heard lengthy testimony designed 


‘to support charges of 13 “rank- 


and-file” Teamsters that the: Miami 
Beach convention was _ illegally 
“rigged” for pro-Hoffa delegates. 
Thomas Dodd, counsel for the 
plaintiffs, said he would subpoena 


both Beck and Hoffa as witnesses. 


case to the jury after denying de-> 


trial of Hoffa and two others on 


Letts will decide when the trial is 
completed whether he should per- 
manently enjoin Hoffa’s inaugura- 
tion to the Teamsters presidency. 
The McClellan special Senate 
committee recessed until Dec. 17 
hearings filled with testimony that 
$2 million in damage was done by 
Teamsters’ officials and “goons” 
through dynamitings, arson and 
terrorism of non-union employers 
and workers. ; 
Several Teamster business agents 
invoked the Fifth Amendment in 
refusing to answer committee 
questions. 


Unit Studies 
Financing for 


Labor’s Daily 


Atlantic City—Creation of a 
committee to look into possible 
continuance of Labor’s Daily, a 
paper published for several years 
by the Intl. Typographical Union, 
was announced by a number of 
unions. 


The unit was set up by a group 
of unions which met informally 
here:- ~ 

Heading the committee is Pres. 
Arnold Zander of the American 
Federation of State County & Mu- 
nicipal Workers. Other members 
are Sec.-Treas. Emil Mazey of the 
Auto Workers; Sec.-Treas. Al Hart- 
nett of.the Electrical Radio & Ma- 
chine Workers; Pres. Ralph . Hel- 
stein of the Packinghouse Workers; 
William Gillen of the Insurance 
Workers; George Smith of the 
Broadcast Employes, and Pres. Jo- 
seph Collis of the Newspaper Guild. 

The ITU, Pres. Woodruff Ran- 
dolph told the group, is no longer 
able to keep the paper running, and 
will terminate its publication in the 
near future—perhaps in 30 days— 
unless a new srrengement is worked 
out. - 

He said that the Labor’s Daily, 
with its printing planf at Betten- 
dorf, Ia., could be purchased for 
about $500,000, or about 50,000 
subscriptions could enable the pa- 
per to break even financially, under 
present auspices. The paper pres- 
ently prints about 10,000 copies. 

A number of speakers indicated 
that the paper has filled a valuable 
role and might be even more ef- 


fective in.the future. 
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” 


CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION from the American Rea 
Cross for “outstanding cooperation” in the Hurricane Audrey dis-| ; 
aster relief operation, is presented to T. K. Stitzlein, business man- 


ager of the Lake Charles, La., Building Trades Council by Gen. 
Alfred M. Greunther, left, president of the ARC. 


Gruenther Says U. S. 
Has Power Advantage 


Atlantic City—Security is much more than a military matter 
and for a long period in the future, the political and psychological 


factor will be “of overwhelming importance,” Gen. Alfred M. 


Gruenther, president of the Ameri-> 


| Folsom Gives 


School Plans 


the AFL-CIO 


s health, education and welfare. 


ave if their nation is to survive in 


jon of the field, he said, will be 
-srefully avoided. 
Tells Role of U.S. 

“In meeting new needs, in mak- 
ing change, in moving forward, we 
are guided by one fundamental 
principle,” he said. 

Folsom reiterated that the role 
of the federal government is to 
“foster and encourage” educa- 
tion, but not to control it; to 
provide broad national leader- 
ship, but not to dominate; and 
to identify areas where “limited 
federal funds” can be applied 
most effectively, and to help 
meet these needs “by methods 
that encourage and emphasize 
private,. local and state respon- 


can Red Cross, told the AFL-CIO 
Convention. 

“It is on this side that you as 
members of this great AFL-CIO 
federation can make a real con- 
tribution,” he added. 

, Lauds Common Defense 

Opening the afternoon session of 
the second day, Gruenther said that 
while the launching of the Soviet 
satellites had made us realize that 
U.S. military superiority was not 
as “solid” as we believed, “we still 
have an over-all power advantage,” 
because of our alliance system and 
our air power. 

“Long after the problems of 
sputniks and guided missiles 
have been solved we are going to 
have this tremendous problem 
of maintaining the unity of the 
free world,” he declared. 

_ The greatest progress in the 
‘strength of the free world during 
the last seven years, Gruenther de- 
clared, has been in the creation, 
under the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, of a common con- 
cept for defense. 


Council Report 
Called ‘Historic’ 


Atlantic City—The report of the 
AFL-CIO Executive Council was 
commended to the second constitu- 
tional convention as “truly historic” 
. and “a document of far-reaching 
significance.” 

“It truly reflects the viewpoint of 
the AFL-CIO and reports honestly 
and accurately the activities of our 
great trade union movement during 
the first two years of its existence 
as a unified trade union organiza- 
tion,” the report of the Committee 
on the Executive Council’s Report 
declared. 

The committee, in recommend- 
ing approval, pointed out, however, 
that “through an apparent over- 
sight, no report was included from 
the AFL-CIO Maritime Commit- 
tee. ” 

“It is the hope of the ecunmittes 
that in the future, efforts will be 
made to insure the inclusion in the 
report of every organization which 
is entitled to a place in the docu- 
ment,” the committee, which was 
headed by Auto Workers Pres: 
Walter P. Reuther, said. 

In accordance with the commit- 
tee’s recommendation, the report of 
the maritime committee was in- 
corporated in the proceedings of 
the convention. 


“The 450 million people of 
NATO have actually adopted the 
principle of collective security,” he 


pointed out. 


To keep this alliance alive will 
“require great wisdom, tact and un- 


derstanding,” Gruenther said. In 


bringing about the better interna- 


tional understanding and good will 


upon which such alliances must 


rest, both the American Red Cross 
and the AFL-CIO have important 
parts to play, he added. 

“I can assure you that our objec- 
tive and your objective is one and 
the same, and that is the concept of 
neighbor helping neighbor in an 
endeavor to have a more dignified 
and worthwhile society,” he said. 
“This is the goal of labor unions 
and is the goal of the American 
Red Cross.” 

Expressing “deep gratitude” 
for the cooperation of organized 
labor with the Red Cross, Greun- 
ther singled out for special praise 
the work of the AFL-CIO Com- 
munity Services Activities, par- 
ticularly in the rebuilding of 22 
homes in Cameron Parish, La., 
for victims of Hurricane Audrey. 

“This had a tremendous impact 
in the United States but you will be 
surprised how much coverage that 
relatively small incident had in the 
press around the world,” he said. 


Women Workers 
Are Pledged Help 


Atlantic City—Women 
workers. were promised that 
the AFL-CIO will continue 
working to advance their con- 
ditions through collective bar- 
gaining and by passage of 
federal and state legislation. 

The convention resolution. 
on women workers endorsed 
the principle of federal equal 
pay legislation “to prevent 
second-class treatmeut of 
women workers” but opposed 
the so-called Equal Rights 
Amendment on grounds that 
it would endanger long-stand- 
ing federal and state legisla- 
tion enacted to establish min- 


nation against women on the 
job or in the community.” 


sibility.” 

He listed several areas that are 
being considered for federal sup- 
port. © 

One is the problem of young 
people with high potential ability 
who are unwilling or unable to 
continue their education, he said. 
These must be encouraged to de- 
velop to their utmost by earlier 
recognition of their talents and the 
elimination of financial barriers. 


Expanded Capacity 
Another is expansion of the 
capacities of colleges and univer- 
sities so more teachers can be 
turned out, and a third “the need 


ing of science and engineering and 
their essential base, mathematics.” 
State departments of education, 
Folsom added, must be strengthen- 
ed in their efforts. to foster the 
teaching of science and mathema- 
tics. ~ 


spectacular educational accom-. 
plishments of Russia, warned 
that the cost of education in this 
country will be high, but must 
be met. 


tion,” 


| Ike’s Views on 


Atlantic City—A preview of the 
Eisenhower Administration’s pro- 
§ posals on education to the coming 
@ session of Congress, reflecting a 
“new and broad look,” was given 
convention by 
Marion B. Folsom, secretafy of 


Fundamentally, the govern- 
ment’s program will be based on 
helping finance and encourage the 
kind of education Americans must 


oday’s world, and to. inspire the 
‘ates, communities and parents to 
do the same. But federal domina- 


to expand and improve the teach-’ 


Folsom, who outlined the | 


Full Time Staffs: 


Community Services 


Expansion Urged 


Atlantic City—Establishment of community service departments 
in national and international unions and state and local central 


bodies was urged by the Second 
AFL-CIO. 


Constitutional Convention of the 


Unanimously adopting a resolution aimed at strengthening 


labor’s ties with the network of® 


public and voluntary agencies in 
the health, welfare and recreational 
field, the convention called on affil- 
iates to augment such departments 
with “full-time staff wherever pos- 
sible.” 


Spell Out Objectives 

The resolution spelled out the 
federation’s objectives in the com- 
munity services field in order that 
AFL-CIO members “function first 
and foremost as citizens of their 
communities.” Among other points, 
it called for “equitable labor rep- 
resentation” on the boards of both 
public and voluntary agencies, and 
“labor participation in formulating 
agency policy and programs:” 

As adopted by the convention, 
the resolution set up such re- 
lated goals as mobilization of 
community resources to aid 
workers during strikes, layoffs 
and unemployment; participation 
in civil defense and disaster re- 
lief programs; and development 
of blood banks, mental health 
programs, aid for retired work- 
ers and assistance for alcoholics. 

In a related resolution, the con- 
vention went on record endorsing 
the work of the American relief 
organization, CARE, urging “affili- 
ated organizations and their mem- 
bers to become donors of food 
packages and self-help supplies 
available under the CARE pro- 
gram, to the end that better inter- 
national relations will result be-' 
tween the American people and 
their friends and allies.” 

Salute Louisiana 

The convention saluted members 
of the Louisiana ‘State Labor 
Council, AFL-CIO, for their close 
support of the American Red 
Cross in relief and rehabilitation 
operations after Hurricane Audrey 
laid waste the southwestern Lou- 
isiana coastal area. 

Noting that unionists had 
helped in recovering and burying 
the dead, manning mobile can- 
teens presented earlier in the 
year by the AFL-CIO to the 
Red Cross, raising funds for the 
assistance of storm victims, and 
volunteering their skills in a mas- 


sive Building Bee to put up new 


American Legion Head 
Warns of Soviet Threat 


‘ Atlantic City—“The very superiority in science and satellites 
which Russia has wrenched from us may prove to be our salva- 
John S. Gleason, national commander of the American 
Legion, told the AFL-CIO conven- 


tion. 


Gleason pointed out that the 
launching of Sputniks I and II and 
the tremendous rocket power 
needed to hurl them into orbit have 
given Russia “a dangerous mili- 
tary advantage” that requires “dras- 
tic changes in our national secur- 
ity program and our way of living 
if we're to survive the holocaust 
Russia has planned, produced and 
now is capable of unleashing 
against us.” 

Gleason said that in the months 
ahead both the Legion and the 
AFL-CIO should re-examine their 
objectives and policies “in the light 
of Sputnik and the threat which 
these satellites and Russia’s grow- 
ing arsenal of missiles pose to our 
very existence.” 

One positive step which the Le- 
gion will take, he promised, will 
be the expansion and intensification 
of its efforts in the field of educa- 
tion. 


“We will endeavor in the months 
and years ahead to interest and 
assist more and more high’ school 
students to take up scientific-tech- 
nological studies and careers,” he 
pledged. “We will do everything 
possible to provide them with the 
facilities needed for such vital 
work. And we will devote our- 
selves to the. task of providing 
=> qualified teachers in these 

elds.” 


Recalling years of cooperation 
between the American Legion and 
organized labor, Gleason said that 
“it is only natural” that the two 
organizations “work together so 
closely and effectively.” 

“The AFL-CIO and the Ameri- 
can Legion,” he said, “are the 
largest and best organizations of 
their kind anywhere in the world. 
Further, our first and foremost 
common concern continues fo be, 
as it has always been, the welfare 


and security of America.” 


homes for neediest families, the 
convention adopted a resolution 
declaring these union members 
had written “a bright new chap- 
ter in the history of labor’s un- 
selfish contribution in the cause 
of aiding victims of disaster.” 

The mounting problem of juve- 
nile delinquency also occupied the 
attention of convention delegates, 
who adopted a resolution calling 
on trade unionists to “take an ac- 
tive part in the development and 
execution of community programs 
aimed at curbing juvenile delin- 
quency.” 

It specifically called for union- 
initiated action “to persuade mu- 
nicipal governments to assume their 
full responsibility for fighting juve- 
nile delinquency through the use of 
government funds to eliminate 
slums; to provide decent, adequate 
schools; to insure cultural advan- 
tages, adequate health standards, 
recreational facilities and job op- 
portunities” for the young people 
of the nation. 


Rail Labor 
Benefit Hikes 
Get Support 


Atlantic City—Proposals to lib- 
eralize benefits for railroad workers 
and their beneficiaries under the 
Railroad Retirement Act and _ the 
Railroad Unemployment Insurance 
Act were included among the sev- 
eral resolutions affecting railway 
labor which the AFL-CIO conven- 
tion approved. 

The railroad retirement and un- 
employment insurance: resolution 


called on Congress to pass bills 
which would amend the Railroad 


Retirement Act by increasing bene- 


fits of every kind by 10 percent and 
liberalizing its provisions affecting 
survivors, women workers and disa- 
bility. 


In addition, the bills would 
amend the Railroad Unemploy- 
ment Insurance Act by increasing 
the daily benefit rate from 50 to 60 
percent of the pay a worker re- 
ceived in his last rail employment. 
They also would raise the maxi- 
mum daily benefit from $8.50 to 
$10.20, provide for the payment of 
jobless benefits on Sundays and 
holidays, and make other improve- 
ments. 

The convention also approved a 
resolution on tax exemption intro- 
duced by delegates from the Rail- 
way Clerks which called for the 
exclusion from gross income, for 
income tax purposes, and from 
“wages,” for withholding purposes, 
of the amounts deducted from the 
compensation of employes for the 
support of the social security, rail- 
road retirement and civil service 
retirement systems. 

Such deductions, it pointed out, 
are imposed by law and do not 
constitute currently disposable in- 
come. The incurrence of such 
deductions is a necessary expense 
of employment, it continued, and 
private employer taxes for the sup- 
port of such systems are deducted 
from income as necessary business 
expenses for income tax purposes. 

In another resolution, the con- 
vention criticized the amendment to 
the Railway Labor Act proposed by 
Sen. John W. Bricker (R-O.) which 
would limit and restrict the right of 
certain employes to organize by 
altering the term “employe” or 

“subordinate official.” 
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Convention ‘Acts on Rights, Liberties 


Pledge Given} 
To Defend 
Democracy 


By Milton Plumb 

Atlantic City — In separate 
convention resolutions on civil 
rights and civil liberties, the 
AFL-CIO has reaffirmed its de- 
termination to defend American 
democracy from all enemies, 
“within or without,” and to “carry 
forward its historic drive to af- 


firm and secure equal rights for|3 
all Americans in every field of}: 


life.” 
The long civil rights declaration 


pledged that the AFL-CIO will 
“continue to assure to all workers |’ 
without regard to race, creed, color, | 


or national origin, the full benefits 
of union organization.” 


Renew Support 
It recommended that AFL-CIO 
affiliates set up their own internal 
civil rights committees, insist on 
non-discrimination clauses in every 
collective bargaining agreement, 
and take the initiative in assuring 
equal opportunity in all apprentice- 
ship training and vocational train- 
ing programs. 

“We renew our support of the 
decisions of the Supreme Court 
outlawing segregation in the pub- 
lic schools, in public transporta- 
tion and im places of public 
accommodation,” another  sec- 
tion declared. “These decisions 
represent a heart-warming reaf- 
firmation of the democratic 
American principles that are em- 
bodied in the Constitution of the 
United States. 

“We call upon Pres. Eisenhower 
to recommend and the Congress to 
enact legislation that will endorse 
and support, by implementing, con- 
stitutional guarantees of civil rights, 
including those affirmed by the Su- 
preme Court decisions. We call. 
upon the executive branch to make 
use of its full authority to effect 
implementation of these decisions.” 


Ask Probe of Councils 


Calling on the President and the 
Dept. of Justice also to undertake 
an immediate and full scale inves- 
tigation into the so-called citizens 
councils wherever they are oper- 
ating, the resolution also urged the 
National Labor Relations Board to 
adopt the policy that the use of 
race-hate propaganda during union 
organization campaigns constitutes 
an unfair labor practice and that 
it shall be sufficient ground for set- 
ting aside an election. 

“We renew our support for 
the passage of an enforceable 
federal fair employment prac- 
tices act,” the resolution contin- 
ued. “We also call for enactment 
of enforceable fair employment 
practice laws by all states and 
cities not having such laws and 
for strengthening of such exist- 
ing laws where necessary to 
insure their effectiveness.” 


AFL-CIO Renews 
Support of ILO 


Atlantic City——The AFL-CIO 
reaffirmed its faith in the Intl La- 
bor Organization, in the founding 
of which the American labor move- 
ment played a major part, and ded- 
icated itself to continued active sup- 
port of its efforts to improve the 
lot of people in all parts of the 
world. 

The resolution also called on 
Congress to appropriate adequate 
funds to enable the ILO to expand 
its program for economic and social 
improvements. It pointed out that 
“the social and economic well-being 
of the people of the United States 
are dependent upon the-welfare of 
the workers of all other countries.” 


SECRETARY OF LABOR th ames P. Mitchell (cight) is wehisened 


to the AFL-CIO convention in 


Administration’s proposals for new labor legislation. 


Atlantic City by Pres. George 


The convention urged that in 
order to assure full and fair consid- 
eration by Congress of proper civil 
rights and fair employment practice 
legislation, Senate Rule 22 be 
changed to permit a majority of 
Senators present and voting to limit 
and close debate. 


It also called on the President’s 
Committee on Government Con- 
tracts to “withdraw government 
contraéts from those companies 
consistently guilty of violating the 
federal government’s policy of non- 
discrimination.” 

In the resolution on civil liberties. 
and internal security, the conveh- 
tion praised the recent decisions of 
the Supreme Court dealing with 
loyalty and security which, it said, 
' “served to strengthen the individual 
liberties of all Americans.” 


“Properly,” the resolution 
pointed out, “the application of 
the necessary security measures 
should be limited to persons hav- 
ing access to secret or highly 
classified information affecting 
national security. To go beyond 
this limit and to subject to secur- 
ity screening thousands of indi- 
viduals employed in defense 
facilities and in the government 
establishments but having no 
access to security information is 
not only unnecessary but ob- 


In an address.to the convention 
supporting the rights resolution, 
Pres. A. Philip Randolph of the 
Sleeping Car Porters, the only Ne- 
gro AFL-CIO vice president, said. 
that “since labor itself is not yet 
fully free,.it is an act of enlight- 
ened self-interest that labor should 
support the principle of civil 
rights.” 

“I am glad to say that the 
AFL-CIO has set a high standard 
on this principle,” he said. “Not 
only have standards been set but 
machinery has been put into 
operation for the implementation 
of the principles.” 

Randolph charged that the white 
citizens councils and the Ku Klux 
Klan are the agencies behind the 
movement in some southern states 
to bar the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored Peo- 
ple and the National Urban League 
from carrying on their work. He 
added, however, that “there are mil- 
lions of people” in the South who 
are opposed to the actions of the 
councils and the Klan. 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
also told the convention that “there 
is a definite indication in the South 
that more and more of the white 
people of the South are coming to 
the conclusion that it is not good 


tiving present beneficiaries $5 to% 
$10 more each month; increase the 
contribution and benefit earnings 
ceiling to $6,000 a year; and add 
benefits to pay the cost of hospital 
and skilled nursing home care, and 
surgical services, for the aged and 
for widows with young children. 


Forand Social Security 
Amendments Backed 


§ Atlantic City—Prompt enactment by Congress of the bill amend- 
s ing the Social Security Act introduced by Rep. Aime Forand (D- 
R.L) was urged by the AFL-CIO convention in a resolution which 
hailed it as a measure that meets “the most urgent needs” of the 
people. The bill would raise monthly benefits by about 10 percent, 


Support Other Changes 

Support also was voted for other 
amendments long approved by or- 
ganized labor. Among them were 
the payment of benefits to women 
at age 60; increasing the primary 
benefit for each year of continued 
employment after age 65, and high- 
er benefits for widows. 
Improvements in benefits for the 
disabled also were approved, and 
Congress was urged to amend defi- 
nitions unless administrators of the 
act ease stringent rulings which 
have deprived thousands of the 
disabled of their benefits. 

The resolution hailed the social 
security old-age and survivors 
program as “soundly financed 
and economically administered.” 

In a companion resolution, the 
convention asked Congress to 
pass another bill introduced by 
Forand which would make com- 
prehensive improvements to the 
federal public assistance pro- 


gram. 

The bill would permit each state 
to choose’a new system of federal 
grants for public assistance, includ- 
ing general assistance, prohibiting 
residence requirements and offering 
more generous federal grants which 
would be based on state per capita 
income. 

Forand also is asking for broader 
provisions in regard to medical and 
remedial care, and welfare services. 

The convention urged corre- 
sponding action by states and com- 
munities. 


Reaffirm Principles 

In addition, it. reaffirmed the 
principles of health programs 
adopted by the founding convention 
in 1955. 
These included a program of 
federal assistance to professional 
institutions training doctors, den- 
tists, nurses, medical technicians 


business to discriminate against the 


jectionable.” 


Zimmerman Lashes Big Business 
Failure to Combat Racial Bias 


Atlantic City—The consistent failure of big business to move against corruption and racial bias as 
labor has done has contributed to the loss of this nation’s prestige throughout the world, the chair- 
man of the AFL-CIO Civil Rights Committee has charged. Addressing the executive board of the 


Negro.” 


and related personnel, in the form 
of grants in aid for physical facili- 


Woodcock Scores 
AMA Opposition 


Atlantic City—Vice Pres. 
Leonard Woodcock of the 
Auto Workers pointedly 
called to the attention of the 
nation’s press the convention’s 
stand in favor of the amend- 
ments to the Social Security 
Act sponsored by Rep. Aime 
Forand (D-R. I). 

His stand was promoted by 
recent American Medical As- 
sociation attacks on medical 
sections of the bill as “social- 
ized medicine.” 

“I would hope that the 
press, which has so well cov- 
ered some aspects of this 
convention,” he said, “would 
give the same space to our 
position on this vital matter as 
it gave to the blast of the pres- 
ident of the American Medi- ® 
cal Association who, unfortu- 
nately and in typical fashion, 
stands always on the negative 
side with absolutely no pro- 
posal on how to take care of 
this great social problem.” 


ties and equipment, with scholar- 
ships for qualified students. 
Also included was a 10-year 
extension of the Hill - Burton 
Hospital Construction and Survey 
Act with increased appropria- 
tions, particularly for facilities 
for special categories of medical 
care. Continued AFL-CIO sup- . 
port for federal research and aid 
programs in the field of health 
also was given. 
Comprehensive overhauling of 
both the unemployment insurance 
and employment service program 
and workmen’s compensation leg- 
islation was demanded in two reso- 
lutions. 
The delegates pointed out that 
since the AFL-CIO’s first conven- . 
tion, “unemployment insurance has 
generally been neglected at both the 
state and federal levels.” They de- 
manded a “single federal program.” 
Ask Federal Funds 
The convention in addition asked 
federal funds to extend the dura- 
tion of benefits in depressed areas 
and to workers unable to find jobs 
because of age; a bar to garnishee- 
ing or attaching unemployment 
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National Trade Union Committee, 
Charles S. Zimmerman, who also 
is a vice president of the Ladies’ 
Garment Workers, accused the 
National Association of Manufac- 
turers and the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce of silence in the face of 
corrupt and discriminatory prac- 
tices by their members. _. 

“The problems of civil rights and 
corruption have been faced by the 
labor movement in ‘an energetic 
manner,” he told the NTUC group, 
which is part of the Jewish Labor 
Committee representing approxi- 
mately 500,000 members of the 
AFL-CIO. 

Labor met these challenges, he 
said, “with a feeling of urgency 
and responsibility” and there has 
been “no retreat, no vacillation, no 
compromise, no surrender to the 
easy way out.” 


tions, he asked, what do we find is 
happening in the business world? 

“I think it is significant and sym- 
bolic that while labor is doing its 
best to combat racialism in the 
South, employers are doing their 
utmost to stir up racialism as a 
means of fighting unionism,” aig- 
merman said. 

“The big business central niles 
such as the NAM and the USS. 
Chamber of Commerce and their 
local branches have been patently 
silent when the McClellan Com- 
mittee found their own members 
guilty of consorting with corrupt 
forces. 

“They have been equally silent 
with regard to the practice of 
racial and religious discrimina- 
tion in their employment pro- 


While labor has been giving de- 
termined leadership on these ques- 


movement which has acknowl 
edged its duty to its members 
and the nation, the big business 
organizations have done abso- 
lutely nothing to stop their own 
members from working with the 
corrupt forces or racial bigots. 
They have done nothing positive 
within their ranks, although 
labor has.” 

On the contrary, he pointed out, 
big business firms “in complete dis- 
regard of what effect it will have 
on the nation” have used the race 
issue to crush labor organization in 
the South. 

They have done so, he said, “by 
inciting one racial group of work- 
ers against another, by whipping 
up hysteria against labor in order 
to create the legislative climate to 


cedures. Always quick to focus 
their venom against the labor 


enact anti-labor legislation—the so- 


benefits; a “coordinated national 
approach” by the Employment 
Service, and continued union cam- 
paigns in the states for higher bene- 
fits. 
Workmen’s compensation, now 
in its 50th year, “must be over- 
hauled drastically if it is to meet 
the needs for which it was original- 
ly designed,” the convention said. 
As a step toward achieving 
the well-rounded program the 
convention set up, it authorized 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
to arrange an appropriate ob- 
servance of the golden anniver- 
sary of the original legislation 
for next year, and urged all af- 
filiates to cooperate fully. 

The program included extension 
of compulsory workmen’s compen- 
sation to all workers; free choice of 
a qualified doctor; full medical care; 
hospitalization; rehabilitation when 
needed; establishment of benefits 
to yield.two-thirds of average week- 


called ‘right-to-work’ laws.” 
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Delegates Back Strong Foreign Policy 


5 


Peace-Freedom Program | 


‘Urged as Peoples’ Goal 


Atlantic City—A positive program for preserving peace and 
strengthening freedom was. laid down by the AFL-CIO convention 
in a resolution that renewed and strengthened organized labor’s 
confidence in the United Nations and the Intl. Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions. It pledged encouragement of a “greater inter- 


est, knowledge and participation in® 


international affairs among our 
members and their families,” with 
the objective of influencing con- 
structively United States’ foreign 
Policy. 

Stakes Are High 

In addition, it urged this coun- 
try, both in the UN and in direct 
relations with other nations, to pur- 
sue “every honorable means of 
achieving peace without compro- 
mising the basic principles that 
characterize the free world,” but 
which Soviet Russia refuses to 
recognize. 

The pursuit of ‘peace through 
every honorable, means is not a 
mere pious aspiration but a prime 
condition of survival, the resolution 
said. 


“The H-bomb, the interconti- 
nental ballistic missile and the- 
space rocket and satellites have 
brought the issues and events of 
foreign policy into every house- 
hold. The stakes are as high as 
our physical existence and the 
existence and further flowering 
of the free way of life.” 


The resolutions examined in 
some detail the international crisis 
poised by the intensified basic con- 
flict between the free nations and 
Communist expansion, and warned 
that “the preservation of freedom 
require the marshalling and pooling 
of resources on all fronts.” 


ICFTU Commended 

The fight against colonialism also 
was outlined, with American labor’s 
traditional opposition restated. The 
work of the ICFTU, both in direct 
contribution to the democratic de- 
velopment of peoples emerging 
from colonial rule and within the 

; was commended and indorsed. 

A warning was sounded that “the 
longer western colonialism con- 
tinues, the greater is the danger of 
Communist penetration of depend- 
ent countries.” 

The AFL-CIO program im- 
cluded revision and strengthen- 
ing of U.S. foreign policy so as 
to recapture the initiative, and 
mobilization of our own human 
and material resources, in co- 
ordination with those of friendly 
nations, to meet the challenge of 
growing Soviet power. 

It also called for mobilization of 
moral resources, including the elim- 
ination of discrimination at home. 
A “bold global attack” to wipe out 
sources of Communist power in 
underdeveloped states, it continued, 
must be launched through techni- 
cal, cultural and economic aid 
channeled, when possible, through 
the UN’s specialized agencies. 


“We salute the ICFTU as the in- 
strument through which the world’s 
free workers can assist each other,” 
the resolution said, “and make 
their contributions to the preserva- 
tion of peace and the advancement 
of freedom and human dignity. 

“We are proud that, as it con- 
tinues to grow, the ICFTU is be- 
coming an ever more effective 
means for the protection and ad- 


vancement of workers’ rights and 


interests.” 


Program Extended 

Support was pledged to strength- 
en and enhance the ICFTU and 
its western hemisphere arm, ORIT; 
affiliates were urged to back AFL- 
CIO efforts to meet the pledge of 
$1 million to the ICFTU Intl. Sol- 
idarity Fund, and the AFL-CIO 


for its decision to support ICFTU 
plans to set up a trade union train- 
ing center in Africa—a_ project 
originally undertaken by the sah 
Cio. 
AFL-CIO Vice Pres. A. Philip 
Randolph, who first proposed that 
the AFL-CIO establish a training 
program for African trade union- 
ists, took exception to what he 
called its “abandonment.” . 
Pres. George Meany, in reply, 
emphasized that the program was 
not abandoned, but had been ex- 
tended in cooperation with the 
ICEFTU and the British Trades 
Union Congress so that 50 to 
100 students will be trained in- 
stead of the eight under the 
original plan. 

Meany asked the delegates, in 
considering the resolution, to 
realize the nature of the opposition 
that comes from the Soviet Union, 
and which he has experienced as a 
member of the U.S. delegation to 
the UN General Assembly assigned 
to the humanitarian, cultural and 
education committee. 

Soviets Recite Lies 

Soviet spokesmen on the com- 
mittee, he said, maintain there are 
no Hungarian refugees from Com- 
munist terror, but “a lot of thieves, 
criminals and worse who should 
be driven back home.” And the 
only interest the U.S. had in open- 
ing its doors to 30,000 of the home- 
less refugees, Meany said the Rus- 
sians allege, is to get agents to spy 
on the Soviet. 

“Expect no reason, expect no 


‘logic, expect no decency from this 


enemy,” he said. “Let us do what 
we can to carry out the spirit of 
this resolution. If our nation is 
going to do this job, then labor 
must be heard and its thinking must 
be reflected in the foreign policy 
of our nation. This is our job, the 
job of the American people and 
our nation.” 

AFL-CIO Vice Pres. James B. 
Carey told of some of the things 
the AFL-CIO has accomplished in 
cooperation with the ICFTU in 
urging approval of the resolution. 


Convention Backs 
Rights Declaration 


Atlantic City—On the 
ninth anniversary of the 
United Nation’s adoption of 
the Declaration of Human 
Rights, the AFL-CIO renewed 
its pledge to work for the 
fullest realization of the ob- 
jectives it sets forth. 

“The initiative and drive 
for the adoption of the Dec- ‘ 
laration of Human Rights by 
the UN were first provided 
by organized labor of the 
United States,” the conven- 
tion recalled in a resolution. 
“We are proud of our his- 
toric contribution toward the 
universal acceptance of free- 
dom and of equal rights and 
opportunities for everyone. 

“While advances have been 
made, much remains to be 
done. We stand dedicated to 
the ceaseless effort to enlist 
the minds and the hearts of 
people everywhere in our 
fight for freedom and for hu- 


Executive Council was commended 


man rights for everyone.” 


GREETINGS were exchanged between Pres. Arne Geijer of the Intl. Confederation of Free Trade Un- 
ions (left) and Pres. Paul L. Phillips of Papermakers & Paperworkers. Between them is Auto Work- 
ers Pres. Walter P. Reuther. The ICFTU head addressed the convention. 


Labor Asks 
Extension 


Of Trade Act 


Atlantic City — The traditional 
support of organized labor for the 
reciprocal: trade program was 
voiced again by the AFL-CIO con- 
vention in a resolution that once 
more urged Congress to extend the 
Reciprocal Trade Act for a mini- 
mum of five years. 

“Our international trade policy 
must be considered an integral part 
of our overall defense policy,” the 
delegates declared. 

“Our economy, as well as our 
national defense, depend in part on 
a considerable number of -materials 
and products which we must im- 
port from abroad. Likewise, many 
of our industries export a sizeable 
proportion of their output to other 
countries. Therefore, expansion of 
foreign trade is essential for the 
national welfare. 

“Even more important, we must 
recognize that many nations of the 
free world depend for their very 
existence upon foreign trade. Our 
markets must remaih open to them 
if they are not.to turn in despera- 
tion to trade with the Soviet bloc.” 

The resolution emphasized the 
importance of the principle of fair 
labor standards in international 
trade, and asserted the United 
States should make every effort to 
include them in multilateral tariff 
negotiations, in the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade, and 
through the Intl. Labor Organiza- 
tion. r 

The convention also declared 
that Congress, at the earliest op- 
portunity, should authorize the U.S. 
to join the new worldwide Organ- 
ization for Trade Cooperation. 


Johnson Named 
Farm Labor Aide 


Frank E. Johnson, a 20-year 
career employe in the U.S. Employ- 
ment Service, has been appointed 
assistant director of the Bureau of 
Employment Security for farm 


Atlantic City—The free trade 


Free Unions of World 


Must Combat Commies 


cannot stand aside in the fight between communism and democracy 
in the underdeveloped nations, Pres. Arne Geijer of the Intl. Con- 


jou 


; Atla 
vention 


iwould 


union movements of the world 


told the convention. 

Geijer, also president of ‘the 
Swedish Federation of Trade 
Unions, was one of several distin- 
guished foreign visitors to speak. 
Among the others were fraternal 
delegates from two of the AFL- 
CIO’s traditional allies in the inter- 
national labor movement — Sec.- 
Treas. Donald MacDonald of the 
Canadian Labor Congress, and Joe 
O’Hagen and Wilfred B. Beard of 
the British Trades Union Congress. 


Blow Against Communism 

‘We must quickly mobilize our 
resources to help free trade unions 
establish a foothold and through 
them help lay the foundation for 
economic and political democracy 
around the world,” Geijer said. 

“If democracy can win the fight 
against poverty and against the very 
low living standards in these areas, 
it will have delivered a powerful 
blow against the course of Com- 
munist influence.” 

Geijer paid tribute to the “ut- 
most importance” of American 
labor’s role in the ICFTU. 

“I believe I can say that the 
crucial role of American trade 
unions in the field of internation- 
al labor affairs is even greater 
than most of you yourselves 
realize,” he said. 

At the same time he warmly 
welcomed “the splendid sum” of 
$1 million which the AFL-CIO is 
giving to the ICFTU?s Intl. Sol- 
idarity Fund. 

MacDonald discussed the “unity 
of equals” that has nurtured friend- 
ly relations between the American 
and Canadian labor movements. 
They face similar economic prob- 
lems and often encounter similar 
employer resistance, he added, but 
with the movements in both coun- 
tries united; they can be expected 
in the future to achieve more bene- 
fits for more members. 


labor matters. 


federation of Free Trade Unions? 


Canadian trade unionism becomes 
“increasingly necessary,” he main- 
tained, because of the growing chal- 
lenge presented by Soviet Russia. 
The common task, he said, is to give 
“real life and meaning” to the 
values that the Soviets lack despite 
their material accomplishments. 
Greetings From British 
O’Hagen, general secretary of the 
Blast Furnacemen’s Union, and 
Beard, chairman of: the TUC Com- 
mittee on Education, both extended 
fraternal greetings on behalf of the 
British labor center. 


In reviewing the status of the 
labor movement in Great Britain, 
O’Hagen said that at the mo- 
ment “there is tension in indus- 
trial relations which has not 
existed for a long time” because 
of inflation and the efforts of 
workers to keep pace with the 
rising cost of living. 

He also discussed operations of 
the National Health Service, now 
10 years old, and outlined some of 
the improvements the trade unions 
are seeking. 

Beard analyzed Great Britain's 
relations with the European Free 
Market Area recently formed by 
six continental nations and the de- 
termination of British workers t0 
‘be protected against possible ut- 


employment growing out of any 


new set-up. 
The work of the TUC in British 
colonies, he added, has been di 
rected toward the ending of im 
perialism. He said that Communists 
were never a vital force in Britain, 
“and their influence is now less 
than ever.” 


Canada Housing 

Construction Slumps 
Ottawa, Ont.—Housing com 

struction in Canada dropped sharp 


ly in the first nine months of 1957, 
according to the Dominion Bureat 


The unity between the U.S. and 


of Statistics. 
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TW Agrees to Clean-Up; 
Suspension Order Is Lifted | 


Atlantic City—The suspension of the United Textile Workers was lifted by the AFL-CIO con- 
vention on recommendation of the Appeals Committee after a UTW committee gave assurances it 
would comply completely with a clean-up order. 

The appeals group affirmed the Executive Council stand of Sept. 24 that the UTW was dominated 
pr substantially influenced by corrupt influences and backed the council suspension order. 


As the 


UUTW delegates were seated in the’ 
ronvention AFL-CIO Pres. Gecres 
Meany recounted the record of 
Kbare-faced stealing . . . and al- 
most unbelievable thievery” of the 
bnion’s former officers. He made it 


Mpplain the present officers would 


have to comply with the stipulations 


Biot the AFL-CIO. 


Urges Union to Merge. 
Meany continued that while there 
would be “no compulsion” toward 
merger, it “would be the part of 
wisdom for officers of the UTW 
and the Textile Workers Union of 
America” to “at least explore the 
possibility of merger in this field.” 
_ TWUA Gen. Pres. William Pol- 
lock said his union has recognized 
the importance of a merger in the 
textile field to eliminate rivalries 
and get to the “more important 
task of organizing the unorgan- 
ized.” Since the AFL-CIO merg- 
er, “he continued, a number of 
merger talks were held but no 
progress was made. 

“I want you and this conven- 
tion to know our door has al- 
ways been open and it is now,” 
Pollock declared to Meany. “It 
is our sincere hope that the moni- 
tor appointed by you and the 
officers responsible for the UTW 
will accept your recommenda- 
tion and open merger talks with 
TWUA.” 

Chairman Alex Rose of the Ap- 
peals Committee noted with satis- 
faction that “the same road that 
leads to expulsion can also lead 
back to the AFL-CIG.” He prom- 
ised that “the patient” (the UTW) 

“will make -a full recovery under 
the treatment of Dr. Seorge 
Meany.” 


Strict  Cioipitdints 

Treatment in the UTW’s case 
calls for strict compliance with the 
statement its committee made to the 
council outlining the measures to 
be taken to set its house in good 
order. The UTW group, led by Act- 
ing Pres. and Sec.-Treas. Francis 
M. Schaufenbil, declared its ear- 
nest desire to continue in the AFL- 
CIO. 

They agreed to call a special 
convention of the UTW within 
90 days from Dec. 10 under the 


Paul Dorfman 
Ouster Appeal 
Is Rejected 


Atlantic City— An appeal by 
Paul Dorfman from,his ouster as 
financial secretary-treasurer of Fed- 
eral Labor Union 20467 in Chicago 
was rejected by the appeals com- 
mittee and the AFL-CIO conven- 
tion. 

Dorfman was expelled from 
membership in the Waste Material 
Handlers local last July by AFL- 
CiO Pres. George Meany on 
charges that he failed to comply 
with the AFL-CIO constitution and 
ethical practices codes. 

Vice Pres. Joseph A. Beirne was 
designated by Meany to serve as 
hearings officer in Dorfman’s case 
on charges which included draw- 
ing salaries from both the local 
and its welfare fund and having 
personal ties with an insurance 
agency run by his wife and son 
which handled the ‘local’s welfare 
plan. 

Dorfman’s principal defense 
against his failure to correct condi- 
tions was that he was too busy to 
read his mail and so was not aware 
until a year later of the 1955 con- 


supervision of the special rep- 
resentative ‘from the office of 
Pres. George Meany. Peter M. 
McGavin, Meany’s assistant, has 
been acting as the union’s moni- 
tor. All present officers of the 
UTW, it was agreed, shall have 
to stand for election. 

A copy of the Ethical Practices 
Committee report on the UTW will 
be supplied to every delegate to the 
convention, and will be read into 
the record and printed in the Chal- 
lenger, the UTW’s official news- 
paper. 

The convention must also adopt 
for the UTW the ethical practices 
codes‘ of the AFL-CIO. Delegates 
to the convention will be elected 
by secret ballot and voting will be 
in the same manner. 


Pension Halted 

Three former leaders of the 
UTW, Pres. Anthony Valente, Sec.- 
Treas. Lloyd Klenert and Southern 
Dir. and General Counsel Joseph 
Jacobs, will not be eligible for any 
office in the international union or 
its locals. The resignation of Klen- 
ert and Valente was accepted sev- 
eral weeks ago after they were 
charged by the McClellan commit- 


tee and adjudged by the Ethical 


Distillery Union Put 
On Probationary Status 


Atlantic City—Complete compliance with clean-up-or-get-out 
orders from the Executive Council was promised to the AFL-CIO 
convention by the Distillery, Rectifying and Wine Workers Union. 


Practices Committee to have in- 
dulged in irregular practices with 
substantial amounts of union funds. 
The UTW committee assured 
the council that there were no 
longer any “financial relations” 
between the UTW and Klenert 
and Valente. When Klenert re- 
signed he was voted a $104,000 
farewell present in the form of a 
pension plan. This arrangement 
was halted at McGavin’s insist- 
ence. — 

Rose told a press conference thats 
the compliance directive bars 
Jacobs from serving as the UTW’s 
general counsel but said Jacobs 
could be employed by the union as 
“a technician of the law” to con- 
clude litigation where his with- 
drawal might prejudice ‘the union’s 
case. . 

Rose added that the UTW 
spokesmen had been “frank and 
candid” with his committee and 
“admitted there had been basis for 
suspicion about what happened 
since Oct. 25 but they succeeded in 
clarifying the situation.” 

After the convention, according 
to the directive, the officers of UTW 
will make periodic reports of their 
progress to the council. 


The union will continue under 
its probationary status and under 
the eye of a monitor named by 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany. 

Meany reported that the union 
had never been placed under sus- 
pension nor had it taken an appeal 
to the appropriate convention com- 
mittee. 

“We now have a commitment 
and stipulation on the part of the 
officers of this union that they will 
call a special convention to be 
chaired by someone designated by 
the AFL-CIO,” Meany said. 

All delegates to the convention, 
he went on, will be elected by 
secret ballot and will be informed 
of the charges made against the 
union in.the report of the Ethical 
Practices Committee. 

Ask New Chance 

The union’s fate had been under 
deliberation since Nov. 26, when 
a special compliance convention 
called in Washington ended in wild 
disorder as the officers who re- 
signed the day before stormed the 
platform and tried to seize con- 
trol of the session just before new 
elections. 

Meany’s assistant, Peter M. Mc- 
Gavin, who had been the union’s 
monitor and was in charge of the 
convention, adjourned it to prevent 
further disorder. 

Many of the same group involved 
in the Nov. 26 incident came here 
to plead for a new opportunity to 
continue their AFL-CIO affiliation 
through full compliance. 

They agreed to the special con- 
vention demand by Meany and to 
a stipulation that voting strength 
of delegates would be determined 
by Meany. 

Before the convention, sometime 
within the next 90 days, the union’s 
books, records and accounts and 
its social security fund will be 
audited by an independent public 
accounting firm selected by the 
monitor. If wrongful acts are 
turned up, the union is pledged 


vention resolutions. 


to take appropriate action. 


Any financial arrangement be- 
tween the union or its subordinate 
bodies and Sol Cilento, former sec- 
retary-treasurer, will be referred to 
an attorney to be named by the 
AFL-CIO for review and-advice 
and any action, including institu- 
tion of legal proceedings, he may 
recommend will be undertaken 
promptly. 

The pledges were made, spokes- 
men for the union said, because 
the union wants to continue its 
AFL-CIO affiliation and “is deter- 
mined to have no truck with cor- 
ruption of any kind.” 


Head of Fire 
Fighters Dies 


At Convention 


Atlantic City— Pres. John P. 
Redmond of the Fire Fighters died 
in Atlantic City Hospital after suf- 
fering a heart attack during the 
AFL-CIO convention, to which he 
was a delegate. 

He was 65 and lived in Silver 
Spring, Md., a suburb of Wash- 
ington. 

A native of Chicago, he joined 
the Fire Dept. there before World 
War I. He returned to duty fol- 
lowing service with the Army and 
advanced through the ranks to be- 
come a divisional marshal. 

He was active in organizing the 
Fire Fighters and was a district 
vice president when he was selected 
by the executive board to succeed 
his predecessor, the late Fred Baer. 
The latter, the only president the 
union had prior to Redmond, 
dropped dead while conducting the 
international convention in 1945. 
Redmond had been reelected at 
succeeding conventions since then. 
His successor, to be picked from 
the district vice presidents by: the 
executive board, will serve until the 


without further delay. 


minimum labor standards.” 


ment of both acts, 


Extend Minimum Pay, 
Delegates Ask Congress 


- Atlantic City—The AFL-CIO convention asked Congress 
to give “top priority” to enactment of \pending amendments 
which would extend coverage of the Fair Labor Standards 
Act to nearly 9.5 million low-paid workers “now unjustly 
denied minimum wage protection.” 

The amendments were co-sponsored by Sen. Wayne Morse 
(D-Ore.) and the late Rep. Augustine Kelley (D-Pa.). 
resolution cited them as offering “a practicable and effective 
way to extend the full protection” of the act to millions of | 
low-paid workers, and maintained they should be enacted 


The convention also reiterated the AFL-CIO’s proposal 
for a boost in the minimum from the present $1 to $1.25 
an hour, with an increase of the same amount applying auto- 
matically to existing minimums in Puerto Rico. 

In addition, it urged that the maximum work-week under 
the Fair Labor Standards and Walsh-Healey Acts be reduced 
“as rapidly as possible.” The latter should be amended and 
its administration broadened, the convention added, “to assure 
full effectiveness of this important program for protection of 


Minimum wage rates for Puerto Rico, it insisted, should 
be increased as quickly as practicable so that the mainland 
level can be reached with a minimum of delay. — 

The delegates asked Congress to appropriate adequate 
funds to assure effective administration and vigorous enforce- 


The 


a. 


Council Teams to Aid 


State, Local 


Mergers 


Atlantic City—Two-man teams from the AFL-CIO Executive 


Council will assist state and local central bodies to work out mergers 
in those cases where unity has not been achieved. AFL-CIO Pres. 


there is “no thought of using com- 
pulsion” although a resolution from 
the council vests that pqwer in him. 
Compulsion, Meany said, “was not 
a very satisfactory solution.” 
»The resolution cited pertinent 
sections of the AFL-CIO constitu- 
tion dealing with merger of central 
bodies and noted the two-year peri- 
od allowed since the founding con- 
vention for mergers to be accom- 
plished has expired. 
Those state and local central 


George Meany told the convention® 


bodies, not already merged, the res- 
olution said, have failed to comply 
with the constitution and Meany 
was authorized to revoke their char- 
ters and/or take whatever steps he 
deemed necessary to bring about 
mergers. 

There have been mergers in 33 
states, Puerto Rico, Alaska and the © 
Canal ,Zone.~ In addition, there. 
have been mergers in 391 local cen- 
tral bodies and 45 new central 
bodies have been formed. 


Lag in Housing Called 
Drag on U. S. Economy 


Atlantic City—A broad program to put “decent, livable homes” 
within the reach of all Americans, based on reversal of the sharp 
drop in construction of new housing, was adopted by the AFL-CIO 


convention. 


“The lag in housing construction 
has been a drag on the nation’s 
economic growth,” the resolution 
maintained. 

“Millions of Americans are still 
forced to live in dilapidated, over- 
crowded slum tenements and hovels 
because they cannot afford decent 
homes within their means. 

“Our National Housing Admin- 
istration has failed to measure up to 
the challenge of the nation’s hous- 
ing problem. Only a bold, imagina- 
tive program, geared to the coun- 
try’s total housing requirements, 
will *stem the tide of spreading 
blight.” 

The convention spelled out the 
following goals for national housing 
policies and prog?ams: 

e Construction of at least two 
million new houses a year. 

e@ Assurance that a major pro- 
portion of them are within the 
financial reach of low and middle 
income families. 

e A new and expanded low- 
rent public housing program with 
construction of at least 200,000 
a year. 

© Legislation establishing a 
national mortgage corporation to 
make available low interest, long 
term, loans for construction of 
cooperative, non-profit rental and 
sales housing for moderate in- 
come families at a rate of at 


next convention in August. 


least 500,000 units a year. 


© Consideration by unions of 
investing their funds, properly 
safeguarded, in co-op housing 
projects. 

© Liberal financial aid to 
builders for construction of good 
rental housing within the means 
of moderate income families. 

© Legislation permitting rural 
families to obtain good homes 
within their means, establishing 
safeguards assuring decent hous- 
ing for migrant farm workers. 

e A program of special hous- 
ing to meet the particular re- 
quirements of the elderly; affili- 
ated unions were urged to help 
sponsor and finance projects of 
this type. 

@ Elimination of discrimina- 
tion and segregation in housing 
by federal, state and local legis- 
lation. 


Rights for the Blind 
Endorsed by AFL-CIO 


Atlantic City — The Kennedy- 
Baring bill pending in Congress, 
giving the blind the right to repre- 
sentation through organizations of 
their own choosing, was endorsed 
by the AFL-CIO convention. 

The bill is aimed at correcting 
the refusal of some federal and 
state officials, who administer pro- 
grams of aid to the blind, to con- 
sult with bona fide organizations of 


the people they are supposed to 


help. 
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Labor Actsto Halt Economy Down-Drift 


Progra amAsks 
Revision In 
Tax Policy 


By Gervase N. Love 
Atlantic City—A detailed pro- 
‘gram for pulling the national 
economy out of its downward 
drift, including a major revision 
of the country’s tax structure, 
was spelled out in two resolu- 
tions approved by the AFL-CIO 
convention. 

The convention found cause for 
concern, if not alarm, in the situa- 
tion that has developed since the 
downward movement began during 
the summer. 

Cites Statistics 

AFL-CIO Vice Pres. Walter P. 


Reuther, president of the Auto|f 


Workers, told the convention “we 
are getting in trouble for the same 
basic reason that we got in trouble 
in the period before 1929”— 
cause productive capacity has out- 
stripped the power to consume. 
He cited new Dept. of Labor 
' statistics showing that unemploy- 
ment reached 3.2 million in No- 
vember, an increase of 23 per 
cent over the previous year when 
the labor force had some 400,- 
000 fewer members. 

Taking note of rising prices, 
Reuther said the present is~the first 
time in history when we have had 

‘inflation under conditions “com- 
pletely contrary to all the classical 
concepts.” Instead of not* enough 
goods and too many buyers, he ex- 
plained, we have too much goods— 
or at least the ability to produce 
them—and not enough buyers. 


Unemployment Rising 


“In most industries, 15 to 20] 


percent of productive capacity is 
idle. Industrial production is 3 per- 
cent below last year and somewhat 
lower than it was two years ago. 
Retail sales have been falling. 

“There were 2.5 million un- 
employed in October—4060,000 
more than in the previous year. 
In November, the number of un- 
employed persons covered by 
state federal unemployment in- 
surance systems was 40 percent 
greater than in 1956 ... The 
Labor Dept. ... expects con- 
tinued unemployment increases 
in the weeks ahead.” 


Outline Program 

The AFL-CIO program for shak- 
ing the economy out of the dol- 
drums emphasizes the need for re- 
sumption of economic growth and 
an improved relationship between 
the country’s ability to produce and 
its capacity to consume—all in the 
realization that the national security 
program must be re-evaluated and 
defense spending increased, if war- 
ranted, “regardless of costs or eco- 
nomic trends.” 

It calls for improvements in 
wages, salaries and fringe bene- 
fits to provide the foundation for 
growing mass markets capable of 
absorbing a rising volume of 
goods and services, and also to 
provide workers with a fair share 
of the fruits of increasing effici- 
ency. 

Most of these improvements 
can be granted, the resolution 
noted, without price increases— 
and in many cases can be accom- 
panied by price cuts. _ 

The convention further called 
for reversal of the government’s 
tight money policy to make funds 
available, at lower interest rates, 
to home-owners, home-buyers and 
small business, and “to permit the 
national economy to resume its 
growth, which is the basis of im- 
proved living conditions and na- 
tional strength.” 

The pricing policies of dominant 
corporations in key industries, the 


RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 


resolution asserted, must be put 
under the spotlight of public at- 
tention as a move toward develop- 
ing policies aimed at curbing ex- 
cessive profit-margin pricing prac- 
tices—and thus achieving a rela- 
tively stable price level. 


The federal tax structure, the 
convention said, should be over- 
hauled to provide “a more equita- 
ble basis” for raising revenue and 
to strengthen consumer buying 
power in a time of economic de- 
cline. State and local tax structures, 
it added, should be revised with 
recognition of ability to pay. 

As it now stands, the resolution 
pointed out, the tax system works 
a serious hardship on all low and 
moderate income families, espe- 
cially those where the income 
comes from wages. 

“America’s tax structure,” it 
commented, “has strayed far 
from the basic principle that 
taxes should be levied in accord- 
ance with ability to pay.” 

Im calling for relief for low 
and moderate income groups, 


chairman, George M. Harrison, 


head of the Railway Clerks, scored the McClellan committee for 
its failure to investigate management and business with the same 
vigor it exercised in probing labor unions. 


the convention said that “perhaps 
the simplest” step would be to 
raise personal income tax exemp- 
tions from the present $600 to 
$700. . 

To regain the lost revenue—and 
more—the convention urged the 
closing of loopholes and the élim- 
ination of escape clauses which it 
estimated would yield about $9.2 
billion in additional income. 

These ranged from elimination 
of the income-splitting tax pro- 
vision estimated to save upper-in- 
come families $3.5 billion a year, 
to repeal of the special relief for 
dividend income and requiring the 
withholding of taxes on payment of 
dividends and interest. 

Other recommendations included 
the repeal or reduction of inequita- 
ble federal excise taxes, state sales 
taxes and local payroll taxes; re- 
vising estate and gift tax legislation; 
easing the tax burden on small busi- 
ness and opposing the proposed 
constitutional amendment which 
would place a top limit on the 
power of any government to tax 
individuals or corporations. 


Sec. Mitchell Unfolds Tke’s 1958 


‘Labor Program’ to Convention 


Atlantic City—Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell unfolded the Eisenhower Administration’s 1958 
“labor program” in a speech to the second AFL-CIO convention here. 
He rejected any support for a national “right-to-work” law that would forbid the union shop 


(Continued from Page 1) 


and that responsibility, too, we will 
discharge,” . the final resolution 
slated. 


Intervention Unnecessary 

“Government intervention or su- 
pervision in either of these fields 
is unnecessary and unwarranted,” 
the convention said, and “undue 
reliance on government can only 
sap vitality and meee F the sense of 
esponsibility.” ° 

The convention said it was 
“further determined that the 
Senate (special McClellan) com- 
mittee’s disclosures of the_grossly 
improper actvities of officials of 
a few unions shall not be made 
the pretext for enactment of 
broadside anti-union measures 
irrelevant to the abuses.” 

The General Board report re- 
emphasized its ‘awareness’ that 
that many who talk abouf the 
‘elimination of evil’ intend to 
pass laws to hamper.” ~*~ 

Drive Will Be Resisted. 

This drive will be “resisted to the 
uttermost,” the statement: con- 
tinued, and- the report « “con- 
demned” both the anti-labor “right- 
to-work” proposals and anti-trust 
laws and “proposals to further re- 
strict picketing and boycott ac- 
tivity.” 

The resolution specifically en- 
dorsed the revised welfare-fund bill 
sponsored by Sen. Paul.H. Doug- 
las (D-Ill.). It supported “as a 
stop-gap measure” a Senate-passed 
bill authorizing the Labor Dept. to 
publish union financial reports al- 
ready required by the Taft-Hartley 
Act. 

The. Executive Council was 

. authorized to study and support 
“necessary and appropriate” laws 
to “aid the labor movement in 
combatting racketeer infiltration” 
and resist those who seek to “de- 
spoil or exploit unions or union 
members.” 

The AFL-CIO nevertheless will 
resist any measure that in the pre- 
tense of “protecting” would actually 
“weaken or hamper” unions in 
achieving “proper and legitimate 
objectives.” 

Meany pointed out that the reso- 


or other forms of union security 
contract clauses. He said he op- 
posed extension of the anti-trust 
laws to unions beyond their present 
application. 

In his prepared text he imterpo- 
lated a declaration of opposition 
to new laws designed to restrict the 
“right” of unions to “inform their 
members”. on ¢ ‘legislative matters 
that affect them,” adding, “of 
course, I don’t always agree with 
the way you inform them.” 

Administration on Record 

He pointed out that existing law 
prohibited the use of union funds 
for political candidates or parties 
in federal elections and pledged that 
the Administration “honestly be- 
lieves” that a union member has “a 
right as a citizen” to support per 
or candidates “voluntarily.” 

Mitchell’s statements put the Ad- 
mistration on record as opposed to 
union-shop, anti-trust and political- 
restriction measures openly advo- 
cated by many right-wing Republi- 
cans. 


Affirmatively, Mitchell said the 
Administration would renew sup- 
port of a law requiring detailed 
reporting of the finances of un- 
ions and of all employe welfare 
and pension plans, whether un- 
ion-managed, employer-managed 
or jointly operated. Such pro- 
posals have been endorsed by 
the AFL-CIO. 

He announced a proposal for a 
commissioner of labor reports to 
receive such financial data and said 
failure to file, or false filing, would 
‘be subject to criminal penalties. 

A new proposal would require 
unions to certify election of officers 
by secret ballot at slated intervals 
and failure would be punished by 


"| loss of NLRB services and loss of 


tax exemption. 


Changes in T-H 
Taft-Hartley Act sanctions 
against extortion or bribery would 
be raised from misdemeanor to fel- 


ony penalties, he said, and “agents” 


of employers and employes would 
be forbidden to pay money to each 
other. This latter proposal is con- 
sidered aimed at such management 


who invoked the Fifth Amendment 
before the McClellan Senate com- 
mittee. 

In proposals on secondary boy- 
cotts, Mitchell indicated, the Ad- 
ministration will seek to change 
some Taft- Hartley provisions 
considered unfair by unions but 
apparently also to outlaw en- 
forcement of “hot cargo” clauses 
im contracts. 

It also will ask restraints on 
organizational picketing_in some 
cases, including cases where a 
union within 12 months has lost 
an NLRB election. 

Present Taft-Hartley provisions 
denying economic strikers the right 
to vote in NLRB elections would be 
removed under Administration pro- 
posals, he said, and the requirement 
for non-Communist affidavits by 


| AFL-CIO Will Battle 


Union-Busting Laws 


agents as Nathan W. Shefferman, |- 


lution was deliberately framed 
a “broad policy” declaration be 
cause “when you get into legislg. 
tive work you find that a bill yoy 
liked one day you do not like -the 
next day because somebody h 
amended it.” : 
’ Warning By Harrison 
Harrison warned that the com 
vention was meeting “under the 
most difficult circumstances.” 
“I am one who believes that 
the McClellan committee (Sen, 
John L. McClellan’s special Sen 
ate unit) was established for the 
purpose of developing sufficient 
stench among labor unions to air. 
condition the public mind for re. 
Strictive and punitive legislation, 
This far they have done a good 
job in that direction.” 
Meany said bluntly that he s 
“a great deal” in Sec. Mitchell, 
proposals “that I personally an 
very skeptical about and don’t like, 
“He starts off talking about 
porting, the financial reports,” and 
“proceeds into a secret vote fof 
local officers, a secret vote for dele 
gates. He is getting pretty deep 
into the internal affairs of the tradg 
unions,” the AFL-CIO presiden 
said. < 
On proposed picketing restri 
tions, he said, “A good deal ¢ 
picketing a good many years agg 
was done in the interest of 
entire trade and the people we 
resented.” 


“It was done to call public 


tention to employers paying low 
standards” who were “unfair com 
petetion to those who were willin| 
to pay decent wages.” 

He was sure, he said, that if re 
strictions proposed on picketing t 
day had been in effect 40 or 3 
years ago “our large industri 
unions and the garment workei 
unions could not have been bill 
up.” 

He was,“very skeptical” about 
anti-picketing laws, he said, that 
“could run to the point where the 
non-union employer, the sub 
standard employer, would have & 
a special protection” and the 
right of picketing as an “exercisej 
of the right of free speech” would 
be negated. 

Reuther ridiculed the 
iticians” in Washington who m 
“pious speeches about how f# 
love free unions and collective bal 
gaining” but advocate laws 
weaken collective bargaining. 

“We draw a sharp line bety 
cleaning up and breaking up” 
labor movement, he said. 

He warned that enemies of labo 
are “marshalling and mobilizing” 
campaign to exploit the corruptie 
issue that “will make 1946 
like a dress rehearsal.” 

“We are equal to that. challet 
but we are equal it only if 
stand together,” he said in an # 
peal for subordination of “ti 


union officers canceled. 


1 pet peeves” among unions. 
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